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O UTRAGED! That is the only word 
I can find to describe my feelings 
as I witnessed Eric Bischoff being 
manhandled and power bombed through 
the stage at The Great American Bash. 

These so-called outsiders then 
professed to be the real 'Big Boys.' Yeah 
right! You have to be real big to attack a 
defenseless man two-on-one. You have to 
be real big to call people names and to 
mock their fans. 

No, let me tell you what it takes to 
really be one of the 'Big Boys.' 

You have to be like Sting, or Hulk 
Hogan or Randy Savage. You have to face 
up to all the challenges that come your 
way and you do that inside the ring, not 
from behind a microphone. 

Real 'Big Boys' know how to conduct 
themselves and they are role models to 
the fans. 

These 'Invaders' wanted some 
attention, and boy have they got it. Their 
problems are only just beginning. I am 
sure they are going to regret the day they 
came to WCW and issued this challenge. 

While we Ye on the subject of violence 
outside of the ring, I have noticed a 
growing trend that has started to occur 
with alarming regularity. Certain 
wrestlers in WCW are trying to use their 
power to intimidate announcers, referees 
and even yours truly. 

Case No.l DDP is stripped of his title 
shot at The Great American Bash and is 
told the news by Mean Gene Okerlund. 


What does he do? He manhandles Gene. 

Case No. 2 Ric Flair is caught cheating 
during a match, what does he do? He 
shoves and then punches the referee. 

There are numerous examples and 
unfortunately even the great Randy 
Savage has been guilty of some of these 
atrocities. 

The worst of all is Diamond Dallas 
Page. As 'Lord of the Ring,' DDP insisted 
that he should be on the cover of this 
magazine. When we pointed out that it 
had been proven he won in less than 
convincing circumstances, he attacked 
me in the locker-room. The only way I 
was able to gain a release from this 
unpleasant situation was by promising 
that he would be on the cover. He isn't. 
Neither are Harlem Heat, The Nasty Boys, 
Colonel Robert Parker, Kevin Sullivan or 
even Madusa. 

Guys (and girl), this is not a vendetta 
against any of you. 1 make my decision as 
to who should be on the cover based on 
who the fans want to see at that time. 
This puts the ball back in your court ... if 
you want a cover, you must do better to 
convince me, inside the ring of course 
and not by trying to pull my ears off. 

That’s it for this month, 

Regards 



Colin Bowman 
Editor 
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The brutal attack on j 
WCW's Executive Vice [ 

ITesident/General Manager 
Eric Bischoff, tarnished what had been the greatest 
YVCYV televised event in living memory. Several 
days later, we caught up with the still shaken up 
Bischoff to discuss that night and what direction 
he sees WCYV heading in the near future. 

"At Nitro (telecasts), we've kind of gotten used 
to ‘living on the edge,' such that you never know 
what to expect next. Last September, (when Nitro 
made its debut), I don't tliink anyone anticipated 
the level of intensity that we're experiencing now. 
Things have gotten a bit out of control," said 
Bischoff, who, for several weeks prior to this 
outrage, had taken the brunt of a major verbal 
assault, along with "Macho Man" Randy Savage, 
Hulk Hogan and Ted Turner. These attacks were 
being spear-headed by a toothpick-chomping 
wrestler with an accent. It was a corporate 
take-over, if you will, that also featured one big 
guy who was quite confident. 

Eric continued, “It's one thing for a wTestier to 
throw out a challenge to another wrestler, but it’s 
another thing for a wrestler, or a group of 
wrestlers, to come in and try to take over an entire 
organization.” 

"That's a pretty big challenge. Making fun 
of Ted Turner, Hulk Hogan and everyone else 
certainly steps over any line that has ever been 
drawn in the sand before.” 

The war to settle the score was to be settled at 
Bash at the Beach and and as this issue went to 
press long before the early-July spectacular 
from Florida, you have the benefit of knowing 
the outcome. 

"To be attacked personally, that is nothing 
new T to me. I've been there before and I'm sure I'll 
be there again. YVhen you get into this industry 7 , 
you have to have pretty thick skin, and I think I 
do," Bischoff said. 

"YVhile things have gotten pretty physical to 
date, I don't think w 7 e've seen the end of it yet. 
Given the intensity involved, 1 wouldn't be 
surprised if it got w-orse before it gets better." 

"Everyone know's these guys are trying to take 
over ... I don't think we need to lend any more 
dignity 7 to them." 

These invaders' (for lack of a better name as 
they will not answer questions, or even grant an 
interview’ to YVCYV Magazine) were due to meet 
the YVCYV team of Sting, Lex Luger and "Macho 
Man" Randy Savage at the Bash after a random 
pick of YVCYV representatives. (Also considered by 
YVCYV: Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair and The Giant.) 

"Any time you're doing a live broadcast, 
you like to be under as much control as you can 
possibly be, because anything can go wTong. And 
when you're live, there's no way to fix it. 
Obviously these 'Invaders' knew 7 that w 7 hen they 


w r hose broadcast partner, Bobby "The Brain 
Heenan, instantly bailed from the broadcast 
platform ("as if that should come as a surprise," 
Bischoff said) the moment an invader' 
approached. 

"Being out there by myself, I kind of felt like 
Custer for a moment ... 1 had one of them looking 
at me eye-to-eye, then had another come up 
behind me. It got a little intimidating out there." 

As of press time, the identity of the third 
member of the invaders' was unknown. 
Regardless, Bischoff w r as quite optimistic about the 
WCVV team's chances. 

"Sting is an obvious choice to represent YVCYV 
seeing that he is one of the only wrestlers to be as 
loyal to one organization as he has. YVhen you say 
YVCYV', Sting is symonymous with the organization. 
Since the three names were picked randomly 7 , we w r ere 
fortunate to get Sting on the team," Bischoff said. 

"Lex Luger, although he disappeared (from 
WCYV a couple of years ago) and went to the 
competition for a while, most people think of I.ex 
I.uger as a YVCYV superstar because this is where he 
started, where he became a prominent name in 
the industry." 

"As for Randy Savage, he is a guy w 7 ho was on 
the receiving end of a lot of negative, personal 
attacks from these 'Invaders.' While some might 
not think of Randy Savage's name as synonymous 
with WCW, he has a stronger personal agenda 
against them than Sting and/or Lex Luger." 

"In terms of a team to represent WCW, I don't 
think I could have picked a more motivated team. 
Sure, it would have been nice to have had Hulk 
Hogan in the battle, particularly because I know 
he has a lot of personal animosity tow r ard them. 
And, since Hulk Hogan is a friend of mine, I really 
felt for him during the time when he was on the 
receiving end of that personal attack from them. 
Yeah, I w’as hoping for Hulk's sake that he would 
have the first shot at them — and I know a lot of 
the fans w f ould have loved to have seen Hulk 
Hogan step in there against them. So, to a degree, 
I'm a little disappointed in that respect." 

"But, I think Hulk Hogan will get his shot, his 
day in court against them — be it in the ring, in a 
locker room or on the street comer." 

And what about the WCW Heavyweight 
Champion, The Giant? 

"Well," Bischoff continued, "The Giant is so 
wrapped up in the fact that he is the World 
Heavy-weight Champion, I truthfully am not too 
sure this is that important to him. I don't think 
Fhe Giant cares about WCW, any hostile takeover 
attempts, any wars or any politics ... if they don't 
have anything to do with his World Heavyweight 
Championship. Frankly, 1 don't think he cares 
about this dispute." 


GLACIER 

"There's more 
unknown than 
known about him 
at this point ... 
it might be one 
of the more 
progressive things 
that has been 
done in wrestling 
in a long time." 

"YVhen Glacier 
gets here, I think you're going to see a lot of other 
wTestlers who you haven't seen before, up to five 
of them." 

"MACHO MAN" RANDY SAVAGE 

"Randy is a guy who, in and out of the ring, is 
on the verge of being out of control. Basically, 
anytime he takes a breath of fresh air, he might 
snap. And Ric Flair is completely responsible for 
that, for the embarrassment, the taunting and the 
pressure." 

THE GIANT 

"There is no one who I'm aware of who can 
beat him. He is stronger, tougher, more physical, 
more aggressive than anyone who has stepped 
into the ring in 15-to-20 years. Is he the most 
dominant force in this sport? YVithout question." 
RIC FLAIR 

"Ric Flair is living his dream. He’s on top of the 
world and has everything he wants: money, 
women, prestige, top-billing." 

THE CRUISERYVEIGHT DIVISION 

"You haven't even seen the tip of the iceberg 
in tlxis division. I think fans are going to be very- 
excited, surprised by what they see from these 
competitors, the level of action, etc." 

DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 

"1 really don't have a lot to say 7 about 
Slamboree. DDP is like a bad cold-sore; every- time 
you think it's gone, it comes back. 1 w-as rather 
surprised to see him back in WCYV, as w-ere a lot of 
people. YVhether you like him or not, you can't 
deny that the guy is a pretty intense, pretty 
successful competitor. You can't under-rate him, 
otherwise he'll surprise y-ou. He's a force." 

WCW's TAG TEAM SCENE 

"Without question, it is now- as strong as ever. 
Y'ou have to be tough to survive in YVCYV's tag 
team ranks." 

FIRE & ICE 

"That is an incredibly strong team that might 
be able to rise to the occasion some day." 

HOG WILD 

"I can't imagine any more fun than 250,000 
bikers and a live wrestling pay 7 -per-view. I think it's 
a great mix, like milk and cookies." 
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Got the munchies for a Raw Veggie Plate? 
I low about Macho's Nachos? Or a Double Hulk 
Burger? 

Then Thunder Alley Cafe in Tampa, Fla., is 
the place to be. 

After three years in the planning stages, the 
restaurant (1619 East 7th Avenue) is now open. 
And don't be surprised if you see "Macho Man" 
Randy Savage munching in the corner, or Hulk 
Hogan high-fiving a visitor. The two wrestling 
greats, collectively known as The Mega Powers, 
are co-owners, along with restaurateur Cam 
Rowell. 

"Some of the BBQ ribs, made on Hogan's 
Grill, would even put a smile on The Giant's 
face ... even though he would need three or 
four racks to be happy. Ooooh yeah," said 
Savage. 

The restaurant will feature neon colors and 
an assortment of wrestling, motorcycle and 
music memorabilia. Life-size replicas of Hogan 
and Savage will be available for photographs. 
Video walls and monitors will show highlights 
of the superstars' careers. 


IS IT It MRP 
Ml (t MRHE... 

No it's a Guerrero. But not Eddie. Recently 
another member of the Guerrero clan began 
competing in WCW. Chavo Jr., who is a 
promising cruiserweight faced Lord Steven 
Regal in his debut and although His Lordship’s 
power won through in the end, the youngster 
displayed enough skill and tenacity to show 
that he will be one to watch in the future. 


So, Scott Steiner, please tell 
us about your patented 
Erankensteiner finisher? 

There's a lot of risk involved 
with the move, as there is with 
any move. But I have executed it 
for the past six years. I wouldn't 
do it if the moment wasn't right, 
if I wasn't 100 percent certain I 
c ould pull it off without hurting 
myself. Plus, my opponent is at 
his weakest when I go for it." 

Rick Steiner added: "When 
my brother puts that on you, it's 
lights out. He's never put it on 
me, and hopefully never will." 

And, Rick, what about the 
tattoos and your nickname, 
Dogface Gremlin? 


MACHO 

NACHOS 




"Well, the (tag) was given to 
me by Kevin (Sullivan) during my 
Varsity Club days," he said. "As 
for the tattoo on my left arm, 
here's the story on it ... Sting was 
in this video for a band in 
California years back and they 
gave him t-shirts with that 
design: a tough-guy holding a 
rifle and three pitbulls while 
standing over a person. Sting 
thought it would be great for me, 
but 1 disagreed. Well, about a 
month later, I got it made into a 
tattoo. It kind of shows my 
rebellious side." 

For more on The Steiner 
Brothers, check out this month's 
Hotseat profile, beginning on PAGE 30. 


"MONGO" & GREENE- 
THE FALLOUT 


Tag Team Division 
WCW World Tag Team 
Champions- Sting & Lex Luger 

1 The Steiner Brothers 

2 Fire & Ice 

3 Harlem Heat 

4 Nasty Boys 

5 Faces of Fear 


Correct as of June 20 1996 


It had seemed like a match made in heaven, 
when McMichael had announced Kevin Greene 
would be his partner at The Bash, however 
following the outcome, one must question how 
long ago Greene was set up to be the fall guy. 
Greene's commitments to the Carolina 
Panthers this season means he is unlikely 
to gain his revenge for a short while, but 
remember he is close friends with Hulk Hogan, 
who was reportedly horrified by the goings-on 
at The Bash. We have also heard that several 
NFL'ers are also unhappy about the way one of 
their brethren betrayed another and "Mongo" 
and The Horsemen, had better watch 
their backs. 


Heavyweight Division 
WCW World Champion- 
The Giant 

1 Lex Luger 

2 Sting 

3 Ric Flair 

4 Konan 

5 Diamond Dallas Page 


Cruiserweight Division 
WCW Cruiserweight 
Champion- Dean Malenko 
1 Eddie Guerrero 


2 Chris Benoit 


3 Rey Misterio Jr. 

4 Alex Wright 

5 J.L. 


IUKHM 


The Belfast Bruiser, now recovered from the 
injuries he received at the hands of Lord Steven 
Regal is back competing in Europe with a view 
to regain his focus and return to WCW in the 
not too distant future. "Fit" Finlay has sworn 
he will avenge that defeat by Regal and drive 
him into retirement. In the short time he was 
here, Finlay proved he is one of the greatest 
wrestlers in the world today. In fact he only lost 
two other bouts apart from the unsanctioned 
parking lot brawl. Once by the biggest 
fluke imaginable against DDP and the other to 
Randy Savage, in what the “Macho Man" 
described as one of his toughest bouts ever. 
The fans may be awaiting his return eagerly but 
this news will send shockwaves through the 
locker room. 
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In the USA 
or Canada, 
write to: 
l ag Talk, 

WCW Magazine, 

One CNN Center, 

Box No. 105366, Atlanta, 
GA30348-5366 
In the UK or Ireland, write to: 
Tag Talk, WCW Magazine, 
Cell Publishing, 

21/23 Earl Street, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1PL 
or send your comments to us 
via E-MaiLOur addresses 
are VVCWMAG^dx. 
compulink.co.uk or 
WCWMAG^aol.com 


I am so sick of the double standards 
currently operating in WCW. Ric 
Flair is allowed to taunt, attack, 
belittle and generally drive Randy 
Savage out of his mind and it is 
Savage who gets punished. 1 don't 
want to see Savage in cuffs anymore. 
I don't want him banned again. This 
is wrestling, man against man, so 
let's get it on. Flair should be forced 
to face Savage in a loser leaves town 
match. WCW is no longer big 
enough for both. So Flair put your 
ego where your mouth is and stop 
hiding behind the skirts of Woman 
and Elizabeth. Are you still the man 
or are you a mouse? 

S Emerick, King, NC 



WHAT 

A SHOW 

I attended WCW's show in Little 
Rock, AR and what a show it was. 
The card included Sting, Lex Luger, 
"Macho Man" and The Giant along 
with all my other favorites for 
Monday Nitro. This was a dream 
come true. Thank you WCW for 
always sending your top stars to the 
house shows no matter where they 
are, I can't wait for you to return. 
Terrica L Caldwell, Little Rock, AR 



I’LL BE 
YOUR 
VALET 


I used to a big fan of Miss Elizabeth 
until she started hanging around 
with that wooooing dirt bag Ric 
Flair. My message to Randy Savage 
is hire me to watch your back, I 
won't desert you or betray you and I 
look forward to slapping Elizabeth's 
smug face. 

Caroline Torrie, Forfar, SCO 



DDP 

is back 

I really enjoy watching Diamond 
Dallas Page and am glad he is back. 1 
hope he gets his shot at The Giant 
soon. 

E Matthews, Effingham, SC 



Welcome 
back DDP 

I am so glad that DDP, who is one of 
the finest and most underrated 
wrestlers in the world is back. He is 
the Lord of the Ring and nobody 
should be questioning his validity. 
He's better off without Booty Bimbo 
Kimberly, who has gone right 
downhill since he ditched her. 
Wishing you continued success 
Dallas, you've earned it. 

Alison Lotocki, Jackson Hts, NY 


TNT EUROPE 


It's great that WCW Nitro is being 
showh on TNT in the UK even if it is 
just for one hour. The recent street 
fights and parking lot brawls were 
awesome. I now look forward to 
every Friday night (Nitro airs on 
a Friday in Europe as oppossed 
to Monday in the USA) with 
anticipation, it really starts the 
weekend off with a bang!!!!! 

R Stone, Exeter, ENG 
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It is so unfair that Randy Savage 
was suspended while Ric Flair was 
still around poisoning WCW. 
Leave Savage alone now and 
suspend Ric Flair forever. I missed 
the "Macho Man." 

Brian Maher, VA Beach, VA 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 



is 


Isn't it time that officials did 
something about outside 
interference during title matches? If 
the Champion cannot defend the 
title without help then he doesn't 
deserve to have it. At Slamboree, 
Sting had The Giant beat until 


Jimmy Hart interfered, yet again. 
Finally regarding Ric Flair and Randy 
Savage; settle this feud with a one 
hour Iron Man match inside the 
Thunderdome Cage. Come on let's 
regain control. 

Kristy Holtzman, Sycamore, IL 



BUFFALO 

SALUTES 

YOU 


Thank you WCW for supporting the 
Ilio Dipaolo event in Buffalo, NY on 
June 7th. It was a real treat for all of 
us New Yorkers who have been 
starved of great live wrestling action 
for many years. Please come back 
again soon, it's true that you are the 
only guys who really care about the 
sport of pro-wrestling and it's fans. 
Well done. 


Terri Quick, Buffalo, NY 



Congiatulations 



Sting well done on being voted 
Wrestler of the Year. Keep up 
the good work, you are the best 
wrestler and a fantastic role model. 
However are you sure you can trust 
Lex Luger? 

Connie Carter, Bogart, GA 


TOO FAIR TO FLAIR 


cannot believe what 1 saw at Slamboree and the 
repercussions. Ric Flair is allowed to attack Randy 
age at will, but when the "Macho Man" retaliates he 
: branded crazy and banned. If Savage is really out of 
. ntrol then what does that say about Ric Flair, Public 
- -emy, The Taskmaster and Jimmy Hart? How about 
me high-level meetings to decide their futures? Stop 
:ec:Jing feuds in the boardroom. Let's have more 
■ ghts to the finish. 

Marcus Du Pona, New Fairfield, CT 
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The historic city of Baton 
Rouge. Louisiana uias 
Hie scene of many great 
old-time gunfights. but never 
was a war waged litre that 
at HCH's pay-per-view 
supercard! From the unique 
Lord of the Ring elimination 
event to a classic main 
event.it all added up to... 


It was clear from the onset o 
yet action-packed struggle that 
combatants simply were not 
to get along! All four men argu 
throughout the bout, with Luger an 
Hawk shoving at each other because of 
their long-standing dislike for each 
other. Finally, all four battled in and out 
of the ring, but the scenario that the 
fans clamored for never occurred: Hawk 


ANIMAL & BOOKER T 

vs. 

HAWK & LEX LUGER 




and Animal of The Road Warriors, on 
opposing sides in this unique match, 
never locked up. When the four men 
battled outside the ring, the referee 
had no choice but to rule the bout 
a disappointing double-countout, 
eliminating all four powerhouses from 
the remainder of the tournament. 
RF.SULT: Both teams battled to a double- 
countout in 6:03 







This was the first Battle Bowl bout where all four 
combatants had the right game plan in mind — to win the 
match for their team and move on to the finals! Even the 
luscious Booty Babe was intrigued by the prospect of ... did 
you guess? Yes, fans did get to see Rick and Scott Steiner 
lock up for the first time ever, and 
\ H ie l r hard-nosed collegiate 
attitude startled the sold-out 
Br crowd! fantastic suplexes were 

scored by Scott. Rick, and the 
always improving Pittman. In the 
f end, it was an awesome bellv-to- 

back suplex on Pittman by Rick 
that allowed him and Booty Man 
RmSSi SJil to ac l yance to the second round! 

RESULT: Booty Man & Rick Steiner 
£ 'gg defeat Scott Steiner & Pittman 
~ ‘ in 8:17 



\ 

pf 7 







So you figured that the intact Blue Bloods would have no 
trouble at all with Duggan and Wallstreet, the longtime 
enemies who obviously couldn't stand the thought of being 
in the ring together? That makes you a wise WCW fan, but 
that's not how this bout turned out! Duggan and Wallstreet 
began arguing after 
an ill-advised tag 
allowed The Blue 
Bloods to regain 
control. The fight 
was on between these 
two, but Duggan 
taped up his fist and 
blasted Taylor, 
following up with a 
pin. Of course, that 
came AFTER he had 
slugged V.K. right off 
the ring apron! 

RESULT: Wallstreet & 

Duggan defeat Regal 
& Taylor in 3:59 
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Page must've been counting his lucky 
stars at this point. After all, he was a 
last-minute insertion into this bout as 
his suspension was just days earlier 
lifted by WCW officials. As it turned 
out, his luck had just begun! This was 
the first time the members of The Faces 
of Fear faced each other, and they held 
nothing back as they battled each other 
ferociously! The controversial ending 
of this bout saw Meng try to pin DDP 
and Barbarian try to pin Morrus at the 
same time. It was a clear case of a 
double-pin, but Page's foot was under 
the bottom rope! Yes, once again, the 
amazing Mr. Page carved out a win! 
RESULT: Barbarian & Page defeat Meng 
& Morrus in 4:31 


This bout was short, but it certainly 
wasn't sweet! Slater and Eaton, who 
proved they could get along well, 
nonetheless had a very hard time with 
Wright, one of WCW's brightest young 


hard-soled cowboy boots and 
the latest in a series of 
pinfalls by this sinister 
RESULT: Slater & 

Inferno & Wright in 


stars. Wright is a true sportsman, but 
Slater is anything but! He managed to 
club the hapless Disco with one of his 


DICK SLATER & EARL RORERT EATON 

VS. 

ALEX WRIGHT & DISCO INFERNO 






were among the few teams to 
stay intact for this event, and 
they looked superb in 
double-shoulderblocking 
Bubba to score the upset 
pinfall. Not only that, but 
Fire & Ice received a bye into 
the final round because of 
the double-countout in the 
first match! 

RESULT: Fire & Ice defeated 
Bubba & Ray in 2:35 


Clothesline mania! It was a true test of 
power as the four huge men went at it 
in an impromptu test of strength and 
stamina. Scott Norton and Ice Train 


fire & ICE 

vs. 

BIG BUBBA & STEVIE RAY 









DICK SLATER & EARL ROBERT EATON 


HACKSAW JIM DUGGAN & V.K. WALLSTREET 


incredible stomachbreaker from the 
top turnbuckle! With each passing 
match, it's becoming more clear that 
Malenko will soon be a true legend of 
scientific wrestling! 

RESULT: Malenko defeats Armstrong 
in 9:30 


Has there ever been 
underrated WCW competitor than 
the truly great Armstrong? He 
battled like a true champion here, 
matching the "Man of 1,000 Holds" 
with virtually everything he could 
come up with. Malenko was fresh from 
winning the Craiserweight belt from 
Ohtani, and he was anxious to defend 
it honorably in front of this pay-per- 
view worldwide audience. Armstrong 


a more 


was able to catch Malenko in a Texas 
Cloverleaf, but Dean managed to reach 
the ropes. Later, Malenko delivered a 
classic maneuver He caught Brad in an 


Si mm 


battling each other instead of Eaton 
and Slater. When V.K. blasted Duggan 
with a fist, Duggan hit him right back, 
allowing Eaton to roll up Wallstreet for 
the pin. 

RESULT: Eaton & Slater defeated 
Duggan & Wallstreet in 4:09 


Call this the Slambori 
never happened! Ela^ left tli 
room first, attacked S<ro^H 
security ran out, and that^H 
Enemy stood gleefully in tl 


Things really began breaking down for 
many of the teams at this point. There 
simply wasn't any way for Duggan and 
Wallstreet to get along, and it was just 
a matter of time before they began 
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DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE & THE BARBARIAN 


It was the best of Mexico versus 
the best of Japan in this thrilling, 
once-in-a-lifetime match that proved 
that no one does it better than WCW in 
presenting true international action. In 
fact, WCW international expert Mike 
Tenay joined Tony Schiavone and 
Bobby Heenan to bring his unique 
brand of insight into the bout. Konan, 
as usual, was incredible, thwarting 
many of the legendary Liger's best 
flying maneuvers with his upper body 
strength. Konan blasted Liger with 
his "power drop" power bomb to 
defend his title with a pinfall victory. 
Opponents come and go, but Konan 
looks unbeatable! 

RESULT: Konan defeats Liger in 9:30 


^H^£d very well 
■Kin impromptu 
fream. In fact, 
when DDP caught 
Booty on the back of 
the neck with a hard 
blow, it allowed 
Barbarian to score 
the pinfall. It was 
becoming very clear 
that this was becoming 
Page's night of nights! 
RESULT: Page & 

Barbarian defeated The 
Booty Man & Rick 
Steiner in 3:49 


^Killed off, but fans 
Jrare. They wanted to 
Ld Savage go at it tooth 


Public Enemy wins by default 
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After the recent results 
of his amazing title 
matches, it's clear that 
The Giant might be 
the greatest wrestler in 
the world at this 
writing. He lucked out 
a bit in his defeat of 
Sting, a WCW legend, 
but he was impressive 
nonetheless. In fact, 
when Sting tried to hit 
the 7'4" mastodon 
with a cross 
body-block, the Giant 
threw him away with 
ease. Sting's massive 
fighting heart was 
apparent as he caught 
the Giant with a 
sleeperhold and 

climbed the Giant's 
back to cinch it in 
tight. The Giant was 
able to maneuver his 
back toward the ropes. 
Meanwhile, Luger was 
arguing with Jimmy 
Hart on the ring apron 
as Hart seemed ready to 
belt Sting with 
his megaphone. 
Luger grabbed the 
metal blowhorn and 
accidentally (or so it 
seemed) clocked Sting 
as he was finally able 
to wrest it from Hart. 
One choke-slam later, 
we had a very lucky 
Giant who nonetheless 
managed to keep his 
winning streak intact! 
RESULT: Giant defeats 
Sting in 10:40 
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The WCW World Heavyweight 
Championship belt was draped 
over The Giant’s left shoulder 
as he exited the Baltimore 
(Md.) Arena about 90 minutes 
after his Great American Bash 
title defense over Lex Luger. 
The Giant, walking slowly and 
with a slight grin on his face, 
entered his limousine with the 
post-match munchies. 


* 

> 


et's stop at Taco Bell," The Giant told 
his ever-obliging driver. "Hey, 
reporter, if you want something to 
eat, feel free; it's on me. Tm still the 
Champ and Tm treating." 

The extra-long white limo pulled 
up to the drive-up window and The 
Giant placed his "normal" order: 25 
Big Border tacos and four extra-large 
Coke's. 

Yep, The Giant is one big boy, one 
REALLY BIG one. Just consider how 
big this behemoth really is: 

* He wears size 17 shoes, has a 
42-inch waist and needs shirts that 
are 5XT (as in five extra tall). 

* He can take a sheet of notebook 
paper, place his hand on it the same 
direction a school child would write 
an assignment — and The Giant's 




WCW MAGAZINE 


AUGUST 1996 1 


pinky and thumb would hang off 
the edges by about two inches on 
either side. 

* He can lay a 12-ounce can in his 
palm. And, 

* He has a custom-made bed that 
is 90 inches long. 

"I've been big for so long that it's 
now just an every day thing," said 
The Giant, who was bigger than his 
4-foot- 10-inch kindergarten teacher. 
And when The Giant graduated from 
Wyman King Academy (in South 
Carolina) in 1990, he was 7-foot-2, 
320-pounds. 

"1 guess it's pretty cool being so 
big, although every now and then I'll 
bump my head on a door (frame) or 
find a really cool car that I can't fit 
in." 

The Giant drives an Eddie Bauer 
because, in the Mercedes he 
previously owned, "I looked like an 
8-foot gorilla in a midget's car." 

"There are people who are taller 
than me, such as basketball players, 
but, I've never seen anyone who has 
the height and the weight that I 
have," said The Giant, who — no 


surprise — played college basketball 
and is an avid NBA fan (Alonzo 
Mourning is his favorite player). 

The Giant, who has been 
wrestling professionally for only one 
year, will make his acting debut this 
fall in "Reggie's Prayer." The movie 
also features football great Reggie 
White, Pat Morita (Karate Kid), 
ex-NFLer Rosey Grier and rapper 
Hammer. 

The Giant portrays a local 
thug/drug dealer, while White is a 
high school teacher/football coach 
who tries to help some of the 
students make the right choices. 

"I've always enjoyed watching 
movies, so making a movie was a lot 
of fun," The Giant said. "It's a lot of 
hard work to make a movie, a lot of 
long hours. But I had a good time." 

As amazing it might be, The Giant 
was more than willing to answer 
every question posed by WCW 
Magazine executive editor Ross 
Forman following The Great 
American Bash. The Giant was frank 
with his answers and, believe it or 
not, funny at times. 







Can you touch your toes? 

"Yep, without any problems. I'm 
very flexible." 

What is your favorite type of 
shoes? 

Birkenstocks 

Complete this sentence. 

People don't know that 1 ... "love 
milk; it's my favorite drink. 1 have 
some at least twice a day. In fact, 
when 1 was growing up, my mom 
had one jug of milk in the 
refrigerator for the rest of the family, 
and one for me." 

What is your favorite candy? 

"Reese's peanut butter cups," he 
said, smiling at the thought. "It's not 
uncommon for me to buy a big bag 
of those singles, then eat the whole 
bag while watching a movie." 



Were you the school bully? 

"Never," The Giant said. "I was 
simply the kid in the corner. I read a 
lot as a kid. I wasn't too social as a 
kid because I was so big. 1 was the 
type to challenge the bully if he was 
going after someone." 

Who are the biggest men you 
have ever wrestled? 

"The Shark," John Tenta, who 
weighs close to 500 pounds and 
Loch Ness who was over 600. 

Who are you best friends in WCW? 

Jimmy Hart, "Taskmaster" Kevin 
Sullivan and retired wrestler Terry 
Taylor. 

What time does the sleeping Giant 
wake up? 

“Early, about 7 a.m." 




What's it like for you on an 
airplane? 

"Well, I always fly (in the) 
first-class (section), but, it's still not 
very comfortable. The seats just 
aren't wide enough; there's not 
enough leg room. My shoulders end 
up hanging over into the seat next to 
me because they're so wide. And if 
I'm in the window seat, (then) I'm 
really squashed." 

What's the weather like up there? 

"Actually, it's no different ... than 
down there. 1 have a nice vantage 
point of what's going on. I don't 
have a problem getting to where I 
want to be when I'm in a crowd. I 
don't have a problem spotting the 
hotdog stand." 

How do you take a bath? 

"Well, I'm not much of a bath 
person. In fact, to wash I prefer a 
swimming pool (laughs)." 

Is it easy to dunk a basketball? 

"Very easy ... I only have to jump 
about six inches." 

What is your favorite movie/TV 
show? 

"I liked Braveheart, and enjoy 
Wings and Seinfeld." 

Do you like bowling? 

"Yes, but my fingers don't fit in 
the holes. So, I just palm the ball and 
throw it down the lane." The Giant's 
high-game was a 230. 

What are your musical interests? 

"I listen to a wide variety, from 
classical to grunge rock. I'd have to 
say my favorite artist is Chicago." 
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Mike Singletary, the former middle 
linebacker who had a Hall of Fame 
career alongside Steve "Mongo" 
McMichael on the Chicago Bears' 
defense corp, had this glare. And 
everyone knew about his eyes — that's 
teammates, opponents, members 
of the media and, of course, fans 
worldwide, thanks to wonders of 
television. Singletary's bulging 
eye showed a fierce competitor, a 
perennial Pro Bowler whose goal was 
simple: seek and destroy an opponent. 

That's just like Malenko — sans 
the eyes. 

Malenko, in fact, couldn't be any 
farther from Singletary in that area. 
Malenko's nickname, The Ice Man, 
was handed to him by fellow 
wrestlers — not the fans or some 


|.he's hu|^in pai 
ou just d<|m't know 7 


knowigC h 

_ 

whaFne's think^^ because 
do^n't show anything (oil his 
fac^pHe has ^he same facial 
expression all the time/' 


astonished because he just 
looks like your average 


wresffer, but wBen he starts 


wrestling, man, he's incredible. 
He comes up with moves like a 
magician; it's like he pulls 'em out of 
the hat, no one knows where they're 
coming from." 

A second-generation grappler w ho 
stands 5-foot-8 and w 7 eighs 212- 
pounds, Malenko is, pound for 
pound, the best in the business. 
Justifiably known as "The Man of 
1,000 Holds," he is a scientific 
specialist w ho can handle foes of any 
height & weight. And when the 
competition is near his classification 

— that is, the Cruiserweight Division 

— Malenko is, unquestionably, the 
game's greatest. Just ask Japanese 
star Ohtani, who in May, lost the 
strap to Malenko. Or Brad 
Armstrong, who Malenko stopped at 


Slamboree. Or Rev: Misterio, Jr., wli 
Malenko bes tcjg at The - G 
American Bash. 

"When he beat Ohtani for the 
Cruiserweight Championship, I wa 
not surprised one bit. I knew it was 
going to happen; it was just aJ matter I 
of time," Guerrero said. You see, 
when Dean Malenko gets a goal m 
his mind, he w orks tirelessly until he } 
reaches it. Sure, he's sneaky at times 
but he is a great wrestler, no doubt 
about it." I 

"Stepping in the ring with Dean I 
Malenko, you have to be in tip-top^J 
shape, you have to be focused ^ 
100 percent on what you're doing, 
otherwise he'll tear you up and end 
the match in a matter of seconds: 
he's that good, that capable." 
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than any of my matches with the 
legendaryTtic Flair. " 

Dean Maienko is here in WCW to 
stay, to establish himself in America 
just as he has done over the past 
10-plus years while wrestling in 
Japan. 

"Any time I can get in the ring to 
wrestle, be it against Jushin 
'Thunder' Liger, Ohtani, Eddie 
Guerrero, or whoever, that brings out 
the best in me. I enjoy wrestling the 
best," Maienko said. "I strive on 
getting in the ring and knowing that 
I can compete with the best in the 
game, especially wiien I know it's a 
worthy opponent, someone who can 
push me to the limit." 

Malenko's gameplan, regardless of 
opponent, is fairly simple: capitalize 
on the mistakes of others. That, you 
see, is when his experience shines 
ugh brightest. 

"To say I'm the cream of the crop 


Division is 
e 


nd, of course. VVCj/V 


uerrero 


That's y< 
superstars 
mainstays, such a 

Y'/righFj.L:> and so many othei 
None, lit seems, B is a problem for 
Maienko, a Tampa resident who 
tasters holds — and, of course, 
ounter-holds — much the way Ric 
ir clpnorsThe spotlight. 

I vlsaid it before and I'll say it 
gain, wrestling is nothing more 
an liuman chess; it's all about 
aking the last move," said 
Maienko, the WCW star who uses 
video tape replays much the way the 
Chicago Bulls do when studying, say, 
the Orlando Magic. "I was fortunate 
to have a father who 1 studied for 
many, many years; he was a major 
influence, all the way back to when I 


first started wrestling at the amateur 
level: at age 8. I was very fortunate to 
®e surrounded and influenced by 
some of the greatest wrestlers of all 
time, all thanks to my dad." 

Malenko's dad, known as The 
/ ~ L -'mt Maienko, wrestled worldwide, 
achieved his greatest notoriety in 
Florida, with regional promotions, in 
I the 1970s. He died Sept. 1, 1994. 

"He was a big influence on my 
career," said Maienko. "He taught 
me how to handle myself in the ring, 
what to expect, what to look for, 
what it takes to get where I'm at 
now. He, unfortunately, is not here 
today to see what I've accomplished. 
But, I know, somewhere, he is 
smiling down on me. I just hope I 
make him proud." 

"Dad was always there for me 
while I was growing up, from little 
league football to AAU-Junior 
Olympic matches in the early- 19 70s 
to freestyle and greco-roman 
tournaments when I wrestled as an 
amateur. He was also as big an 


influence on my personal life as much 
as he was on my professional life." 

"He taught me all of the 
important values in life, what it takes 
to succeed. I'll never forget him, 
especially because, he not only was a 
good teacher, but, more than that, a 
very close friend, someone I confided 
in for a lot of things. He was always 
there, during the good times and the 
bad times. I knew I could always call 
him, with whatever problem or 
question I had. And it didn't matter 
where I called him from, such as 
Japan ... he was always there." 

"My dad is, unquestionably, the one 
who molded me into who I am today." 

With, of course, help from 
Malenko's mom, Sondra, who still 
watches all of his matches and, after- 
wards, is open with her analysis, good 
and bad. 

"I hope I've made my parents proud 
with what I've accomplished; that's 
very important to ine," said Maienko, 
known as the WCW star who 'eats, 
drinks and sleeps wrestling.' 
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A 1978 graduate of Tampa 
atholic High School, Malenko 
[wrestle! briefly at the collegiate 
level before shifting his focus to 
the pro ranks, in Japan. He has 
wrestled for the UWF, All-Japan 
and, presently, New Japan 
Pro Wrestling. 

He made his WCW debut last 
summer. 

"It's almost as if I'm now 
a second career. Being in WCW 
actually, just being in America 
like a new beginning; it's li 
different world, one I really lik 
Malenko said. 

"There are a lot of people in 
America who have no idea wty.o I 
am, where I came from. But I think 
I'm changing that rather quickly, 
because I'm the WCW superstar 
who takes this sport to a whole 
'nother level. I take this sport very 
seriously, unlike some others 
(wrestlers). I never take anyone 
too lightly and never look 
further ahead than my current 
opponent. I think I am what 
wrestling needs. I think I'm 
someone that the sport of wrestling 
hasn't seen in a long time: a 
pure wrestler." 

"I don't really have a set style of 
wrestling; I can adapt to anyone's 
style. That ability, I feel, is a huge 
plus to my arsenal, especially when 
you consider that a lot of other 
wrestlers might just be good (at 
stopping) one style of wrestling, but 
not any others." 

"I don't hate any opponents. I 
just look at the guy across the ring 
from me as another athlete, just like 
myself. And I know, as the old 
cliche goes, on any given night, 
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March, enjoys 
spending time 
outdoors 
wheii not in 
the ring, 
particularly 
at the beach. 
However, 
there 
isn't much 
lull-time 
for the 
powerhouse. He 
runs Malenko's 
Pro Wrestling 
Camp in Tampa, 
which his dad 
opened in 1978. 

To date, m 
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"I have never stopped learning. I 
never stop watching wrestling. The 
way I look at things is, when you 
think you know it all, that's when 
you're through." 

But for Malenko, the 
Championship reign has just begun. 


Here's a look at some of Malenko's favorite holds, 
starting with his feared finisher: 

1. TEXAS CLOVERLEAF 

It's a variation of the figure-four leglock < perfected by Ric Flair, 
among others). Instead of using his legs lo stop an opponent, 
Malenko's Texas Cloverleaf features his arms against an opponent's 
legs. Then, additional pain is inflicted, as Malenko turns the move 
into a Boston Crab-like move. 

"I've been in it before and, hey, let me tell you, it's incredibly 
painful. It puts a lot of pressure on the knee and the back at the 
same time," Guerrero said. 

2. MALENKO LEG-LOCK 

Robert 1 Tiller's finisher from years back. 

3. CROSS FACED CHICKEN WING 

Yet another incredibly painful hold that often results in a 
submission within seconds. 

4. FIJJIWARA, also known as JAPANESE ARM-BAR 

Now used by Kurasawa. 

5. GERMAN SUPLEX 

Favored as a finisher by many wrestlers, but executed to perfection 
by Malenko. 
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W ell, well. Another month, 
another B.O. for Bobby 
Heenan. That, of course, is 
Brain Optional. 

It was well worth the S5 of 
food that fell from the mouth of Raz, 
oops, that's not his name anymore, 
when we saw each other in the 
cafeteria for the first time since his 
arrival. Never one who was backward 
at coming forward, I heard him 
shout, 'Yo Blayze, I mean Ducie, how 
about it Chica you and me?' I turned 
one way, ignoring him. I then turned 
back toward him and said something 
to the effect of, The closest you will 
ever get to this face is in your dreams. 
You'll get a smile from me about the 
same day you run out of toothpicks.' 
Yep, the bad guy is challenging the 
Big Boys ... and that's because his 
clique crumbled. Too bad; it really 
breaks my heart ... as if I could really 
care less. 

Let's move on to a wholesome, 
well-rounded wrestler with some 
manners: The Stinger! Here's one man 
who stuck up for Madusa throughout 
her career. There aren't too many in 
this business who you can call a true 
friend, but the man called Sting 
certainly falls into that category. 

Sting and I had a great time 
recently shooting the vignettes for 
Hog Wild. Talk about too cool! It was 
Sting, myself, The Steiner Brothers 
and The American Males, and some 
extras. The funniest thing during this 
shoot, and I've got to tell you about it 
... Sting was riding his bike and I was 
on his side. The Steiners (Rick and 
Scott) were behind us, followed by 
The American Males. But, as we were 
getting into position we noticed we 
were one Male short. Marcus Bagwell 
needed instructions on how to ride 
the bike; he had no clue how to shift 
gears: one up, three 
down; three up, one 
down. He was clueless, 
and that wasn't good. I 
remember thinking, 

‘Gee, Marcus is behind 
the Steiners and I'm 
in front of them. This 
is a disaster waiting to 
happen.' Yikes! The 
other member of The 
American Males, 

Scotty Riggs, bless his 
heart, didn't know 
how to ride — and had 
no interest in learning. 

He was too scared! I 
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couldn't believe it, especially since 
here I am, with a Heritage Softail, a 
girl in a man's world of bikers — and 
this stud wrestler can not even 
balance a bike! 

Now picture this, we were all ready 
to go, and first had to look for an 
extra for Scotty. 1 laughed all the way 
back to Tampa. I guess the bottom 
line is simple: not only can some of 
us women wrestle better than some of 
the guys, but, we also can ... Oops I'll 
stop this sentence midway through, I 
don't want to upset the fragile male 
ego any further. You can bet the guys 
had a blast ribbing Scotty, calling him 
every name in the book. 

So what did Scotty do that day? He 
went and slept in the trailer all day. 

Hog Wild will be my first pay-per- 
view appearance since my return to 
WCW. I'm excited, but, hey, isn't 
August the eighth month of the year? 
Just curious. 

Let's move to another subject: 
"Macho Man" Randy Savage. Well, 
the way I see things, he's been 


himself lately: two quarts low of 
personality and quite confused on 
what and where he is going in his 
career. I wonder if he is contemplating 
retirement, or is the problem Hulk 
Hogan. Or ... The Booty Man and his 
hired help that keeps bumpin' and 
grindin'. Kimberly, or should I call 
her The Booty Babe, is a pretty girl 
with a SI million body — and a 
10-cent brain. 

I wonder if those rumors are true 
about her and Diamond Dallas Page? 

Ricky Flair is the man!! Always was 
the man!! Always will be the man!! 
And that's coming from me — not 
him. I have to give him credit for all 
of his achievements inside the 
squared circle. 

Let's, however, look at the women 
he has on his arms. First, you've got 
Woman, or "Glitzy-Ditzv" as I like to 
call her. She has a dress for every 
occasion and, gosh, I'd love to have 
her wardrobe ... if I was living in the 
1980s. Then there's Elizabeth, or "gee, 
I'm a bad girl now, so I can't wear 
dresses anymore, right?' I have never 
met a girl so intoxicated on her own 
breath. Sure, she's a beautiful girl, but 
she thinks leather is the only option. 
No wonder Randy hasn't gone back 
for seconds. 

We have a lot of new talent 
coming in to WCW, because 
everyone thinks this is "the" place to 
be. And they're right!! 

WCW employs the finest minds to 
work in the front-office; however, 
none of them seem to comprehend 
the fact that, women can wrestle as 
well or some cases better than the 
men. So, please write to WCW. Fell 
them you want to see more women 
wrestlers. Tell them that you want to 
see the Women's World 
Championship belt revived. 

Well, that's about it 
for now. Oh, yeah: 
Hey Bobby, why don't 
you contact Ronald 
and ask if you can 
become the poster 
boy for the Arch 
Deluxe. 

See you next month 
— and hopefully I'll 
be on the cover 
(hint-hint). 

Ciao! 




Bobby "The Brain" Heenan is the co-host of WCW Monday 
Nitro Live on I NT. He also serves as color commentator on 
WCW Clash and PPV broadcasts. 

All the views expressed are his and his alone! 


S o much to say, so little 
I space ... where do I start? 

With myself, 
naturally. 

I certainly hope you humanoids 
forked over the money for The Great 
American Bash because — and I will 
go on record with this statement — 
that was the best pay-per-view I have 
ever seen from WCW!! Why, you 
ask. Let's see, there were three 
highlights from my viewpoint: 

* Steve McMichael becoming the 
Fourth Horseman. 

* Eric Bischoff feeling the effect of 
"those guys." 

* My return to ringside, albeit a 
one-shot deal as a favor to my 
favorite wrestler and closest friend, 
Ric Flair. 

Ah, yes, yours truly, looking as 
dapper as ever, walking the aisle as 
the Coach for "Nature Boy" Ric Flair 
and "The Enforcer" Am Anderson. 
What an honor!! And to have 
Woman and The Lovely Elizabeth at 
my side during the match, gee, 
nothing could be better. The seven, 
er, five of us had a plan, then 
perfected it to a tee. And poor old 
Kevin Greene of the Carolina 
Pussycats had to suffer ... gosh, that 
gets me so upset. NOT! Greene is 
nothing more than an over-rated 
under-achiever who should stick to 


filling up water bottles. Hey, 
Kevin, this is a man's sport; 
stick to that kid's game, 
football, you idiot!! 

Speaking of football 
players, Steve McMichael 
was a great one. Ever since 
his arrival in WCW last 
September, I have had 
nothing but positive things 
to say about this four-time 
Pro Bowler who carried 
Chicago to the Super Bowl 
after the 1985 season. The 
Bears had then-future Hall 
of Fame running back 
Walter Payton, "Punky QB" 
Jim McMahon and "Da 
Coach" Mike Ditka, but, 
"Mongo" was the team 
superstar, the one fans 
consistently besieged with 
autograph requests, the one 
media members bombarded 
with interview requests. And 
now, as a member of the 
sporting world's most elite 
team, The Four Horsemen, 
"Mongo" will shine even 
brighter, if possible. To see 
"Mongo" waffle "Macho Man" 
Randy Savage with that steel suitcase 
on Monday Nitro on June 17, man, I 
was proud. Hey, Steve, as always, 
you're always welcome on the 
broadcast set of Nitro. And, please 
bring that lovely dog and your 
gorgeous wife Debra. 

Poor Eric Bischoff, that 120-pound 
weakling. Sure, no broadcaster ever 
deserves the treatment he received 
from those belugas, but, hey, it 
couldn't have happened to a nicer 


guy. Eric is a bad broadcaster and a 
terrible interviewer ... and those are 
his good points. I was going to send 
him some flowers or a box of candies 
as a get-well gesture, but, I don't 
think he'll be smelling anything or 
eating anything — other than 
through a hospital straw — for, oh, 
six months. So why waste the 
money? 

Did anyone notice that the 
immortal Hulk Hogan was no where 
to be found when "The Challenge" 
was issued? Sure, Hogan phoned in 
his willingness to participate in the 
match at Bash at the Beach as a 
WCW representative, but where was 
he? Well, 1 was a little surprised that 
that red and yellow idiot wasn't 
present in person, so I sent my man 
Woody to Hollywood, Calif., to 
check out a rumor that the Hulkster 
was involved in another movie. 
(Actually, 1 told Woody to go on his 
own, and assured him I'd re-imburse 
him for his expenses later.) Anyway, 
Woody reports Hogan was simply 
juggling chain-saws on Venice 
Beach. Gee, at his age I certainly 
hope the arthritis doesn't kick in. 

As they say in the police world, 
I've got this little hunch about 
"Macho Man" Randy Savage, a 
hunch something dangerous is going 
to happen at Hog Wild (August 10, 
pay-per-view). Think about it, Savage 
is psychopathic, schizophrenic, 
paranoid and one poor dresser ... and 
he's going to be around a bunch of 
bikers. This scares me no end. And, 
by the way, who is the idiot who 
chose Sturgis, S.D., as the site of a 
major WCW event? That's a city that 
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only got running water in January of 
this year. Then again, there's no 
need for water at a biker convention 
... those people shower only once 


every five years, whether they 
need to or not. 

My dear, close, personal 
friend Sonny Onoo tells me 
a Japanese surprise is 
forthcoming. 1 can't wait. 

So Terry Taylor is 
contemplating a return to 
ring action? Hmm, maybe I 
can find him a manager. 

As I was walking the aisle 
in Baltimore, 1 heard this girl 
named Jessica say I was the 
most gorgeous man she had 
ever seen ... and I couldn't 
agree more. 

Disco Inferno keeps asking 
for pointers, but is only 
willing to pay with vinyl 
records. 

What's all the hoopla 
surrounding The Booty 
Bimbo, Kimberly, and her 
Fitness Tips? She's nothing 
more than a clueless creep 
with cheap outfits. 

I'm very impressed with 
Rey Mysterio, Jr. He might 
have 1,001 holds, even 
though he sounds and looks 
like he's only 12 years-old. By the 
way, why do all of the Mexican 
wrestlers, such as Rey, Konan and El 


Gato, cover their faces? They aren't 
ugly ... in comparison to their moms. 

People frequently ask me if being 
a referee is a minimum wage job and 
is that why only morons are 
qualified? Well let me tell you a 
secret. It's lower than minimum 
wage, because WCW's referees can't 
count above 2. 

Madusa hasn't been wrestling 
lately, and there's a reason. She's 
been too busy writing her column in 
crayons ... and with her feeble mind, 
she can't wrestle and write within six 
weeks. 

The next chance I get, I'm going 
to snap those stupid ear-muffs that 
Rick Steiner wears. I've always said 
he's nothing more than, a mental 
midget, and that proves it ... 
he's wearing the ear-muffs that 
8-year-olds wear in Alaska. 

Harlem Heat will be wearing the 
championship belts around their 
waists VERY SOON, by hook or by 
crook. Trust me. 

Maxx, great haircut ... if you're 
going to the chair. Who is the barber 
for the Dungeon of Doom, Big 
Bubba? 

Good luck to the American Males 
... you're going to need a lot of it, 
probably more than I can provide. 

Finally, my sincere 
condolences to the family of 
wrestling legend Dick Murdoch, 
who died of a heart attack days 
before The Great American Bash. 
He was a great person, a terrific 
grappler and, most important, a 
good friend. Dick and I broke 
into wrestling in the mid-1960s 
and, if you remember, he 
wrestled May 21, 1995, in 
WCW's Legends Match — against 
Wahoo McDaniel — at 
Slamboree. Dick was 49 and a 
native of Waxahachie, Texas. 
During his career, Dick teamed 
with Dusty Rhodes as the Texas 
Outlaws, and the two even 
appeared together in a movie, 
The Wrestler. Dick also was a tag 
team champion with Adrian 
Adonis and also held the US tag 
belts with Ivan Koloff. So, 1 
would like to tip my Coors to 
Dick ... you were a great one and 
will be deeply missed. 
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because hi 
my hand 
Sting did r 


B wrestlers in WCW, coming here 
from another American organization, 
and each thinks they can "take over" 
WCW. Well, as I told Sting and others, 
don't forget the enemy within. Just 
because these "gentlemen/' and 1 use 
that term loosely, are here, I don't think 
I, or any of the other great WCW 


I must open this month's column 
by venting a little frustration, a 
little anger. There are some new 
wrestlers in WCW, 
from another 


because 

that term loosely, 

I, or any of the other great 
veterans, should be over-looked for one 
second. I find it offensive that these 
men, and you know exactly who I'm 
talking about, are allowed to compete in 
WCW. These people are annoying; they are 
nothing but a bunch of toe-rags. 

One thing I am very pleased with here in 
WCW is, the fact that the Cruiserweight 
division has finally kicked into gear. I, being 
a significant grappler myself, am a big fan of 
the Cruiserweights. In fact, earlier in my 
career, I was considered a Middleweight in 
England, when I weighed about 11 and a 
half stone. I have always felt that the smaller 
wrestlers here in America did not receive 
their fair chance at glory. Gentlemen such 
as Dean Malenko, Chris Benoit and Eddie 
Guerrero deserve a classification of their 
own. By re-opening the Cruiserweight 
division, it will attract stars from around the 
world to WCW, such as Mexico's Rey 
Misterio, Jr., and Psychosis. WCW fans, 
hence, will get to see the greatest wrestlers 
from all comers of the globe. 

There are many smaller, yet just as 
accomplished, wrestlers in England ... and 
hopefully they too will come to WCW. Such 
as Johnny Saint, the world lightweight 
champion who happens to be from my 
hometown, Blackpool. And also Robert 
Brookside, a former tag team partner of 
mine. Yes, it is refreshing to see that WCW 
Cruiserweights are finally receiving their 
share of the TV time and glory, because 
these are very talented wrestlers. As far as 
I'm concerned, they are better than 
80 percent of the "big boys." 

There was an article a couple of months 
back in a Canadian newspaper in which 
Bret "Hit Man" Hart had a lot of derogatory 
things to say about other wrestlers. 
Although I was not included in his barrage 
of insults, and I think that's because he 
knows better, he had some poor things to 
say about "Nature Boy" Ric Flair. This is a 
subject I want to address for a few moments. 

Ric Flair, although an American and as 
gaudy as anyone, is unquestionably 
the greatest talent in American wrestling 
history. Ric Flair will wrestle his heart out 
every night of the week, so, Bret Hart has no 
right or reason to knock or slander Ric Flair. 
As far as I'm concerned, Bret Hart has a 
serious ego problem. He lacks respect and, in 
my book, is nothing more than a sub-par 
wrestler. So, yes, the challenge from myself, 
Lord Steven Regal, to you, Bret "Hit Man" 
Hart, is wide open. Any time. Any place. If 
you step in the ring with myself, I will show 


you that you are nothing more than a low-bred 
Canadian with a big mouth. 

As long as I am on the subject of Ric Flair, 
let me add a little more ... I feel he is the most 
credible wrestler America has ever produced. 
He's a 13-time champion with one of the best 
finishing holds — the figure-four leglock — in 
the sport. That said, why won't Mr. Flair sign a 
contract to step in the ring with yours truly? 
Evidently he knows English grapplers — such as 
myself, Squire Dave Taylor and Earl Robert 
Eaton — are far superior to him. 

Princess Diana visited Chicago in early-June, 
and how excited you Americans were. Why, 
I don't know. This no-good, two-bit tramp 
married the gullible Prince Charles, then used 
him and abused him, just to make herself 
famous. She is now living off his money, the 
Queen's money and their reputation. Diana and 
Fergie are disgraceful ... it wouldn't surprise 
me if either one of them had some American 
blood in them because they certainly are not 
English ladies. 

I have been having excessive trouble of late 
with Earl Robert's butler, Jeeves. On more than 
one occasion, he has forgotten my wrestling 
gown. He is never on time and always forgets to 
book my hotel suites in advance. I only treat 


One of the 
bunch of 
toe- rags who 
have conic 
to WCW 


him with politeness. Well, if these 
problems persist, I think he is going to 
have to find employment elsewhere 
* is going to feel the back of 
across his mouth, just like 
not too long ago. 
of my writing, Hulk Hogan 
been seen much on WCW 
television in some time. Why is that, 
I'm not too sure. And, truthfully, I could 
care less. All I know is this, when I'm 
wrestling in any arena, I'm sure the 
people are there to watch myself — not 
that "so-called great." Hulk Hogan is not 
as immortal as he thinks. Personally, I 
find Mr. Hogan rather vulgar, in the way he 
dresses and conducts himself. One day 
soon, I can only hope, Mr. Hogan will agree 
to step into the ring against yours truly. And 
that's when all of his muscles and bleach- 
blonde hair will not be able to save him 
from being humiliated, embarrassed and 
downright degraded. 

For the past few months, I have taken 
quite an interest in the tag team Public 
Enemy. These two baboons are totally 
insane. They have no right to be in a 
wrestling ring. They abuse their bodies more 
than they abuse their opponents. They find 
it amusing to smash tables and chairs ... in 
England, w r e have people like that, and they 
are called football hooligans, and the police 
beat them with sticks. As far as I'm 
concerned, Public Enemy should be tied to 
a tree — and whipped. They are 
absolutely insane. Where does WCW find 
these people? 

There's another WCW tag team that I 
wish to comment on: The Steiner Brothers. 
Rick and Scott are incredibly talented, 
incredibly strong wrestlers. They do more 
throws in one match than I've ever learned, 
so I must give them credit there. But, both 
are as dumb as stumps. They are obviously 
brain-dead. 

Since Monday Nitro has expanded to 
two hours (starting at 8 p.m. ET), the "self- 
proclaimed Living Legend" Larry Zbyszko is 
a broadcaster during the first hour, with 
Tony Schiavone. Well, some of you people 
might remember that myself and Mr. 
Zbyszko had a little altercation a few years 
back ... and I beat that dirty, rotten 
scoundrel within an inch of his life. So, my 
message to Mr. Zbyszko is, if he ever takes it 
into his head to interfere in any match 1 am 
involved in, I will take that microphone off 
him, drag him into the ring and leave him 
in such a state that he'll be lucky to leave 
the building on his own two feet. 

Until next month, ta-ta. 


m 
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I want a 12 month subscription to WCW Magazine 
at a cost of $38.00 in the USA & Canada, 

£24.00 in the UK & Ireland 

Start subscription with issue 

Renewal □ New subscription □ 

Method of payment 

(Checks payable to Cell Publishing Ltd.) 

Check or money order $38.00 □ 

Check or money order £24.00 □ 

MasterCard □ Visa □ £24.00 Sterling 

Credit card transactions will Be debited in UK funds 


I would also like the following back issues at 
$5.00 USA / Canada £3.00 UK / Ireland per copy 


Address 


and I enclose a payment of $ / £ 

Please send form and payment to: 

In the USA & Canada 

WCW Magazine c/o Cotin Bowman One CNN Center 
Box no. 105366 Atlanta GA 30348 - 5366 

In the UK & Ireland 

WCW Magazine Cell Publishing Ltd. 

21/23 Earl St Maidstone Kent ME14 1PL 


State / County 


European subscriptions £40.00 
International £48.00 UK funds only 


Name on card 


Please allow 8 weeks to receive first issue 
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Children under 18 must obtain parental permission before calling. Calls cost $1.49 per minute. 

Call 24 Iioups a day- 7 days a week. Call from any kind of phone, digital or rotary. 



Sunday- Bobby“The Brain” Heenan 


Monday- Mike Tenay 
Tuesday- Terry Taylor 
Wednesday- Mark Madden 
Thursday- Mike Tenay 
Friday- Mark Madden 
Saturday-“Mean” Gene Okerlund 



Have you got what it takes to go 
head to head with the superstars 
of WCW? Here's your chance to 
find out. Just call and brawl with 
the hottest interactive wrestling 
game in the world! 


fWMEffll- 

Voice your opinion! 

Get something off your chest! 

Vote on current hot World 
Championship Wrestling topics. 

This is the place for the fans to let 
their voices be heard! 


CANADIAN PANS CALL 1-900-451-5344, CALLS COST $1.99 PER MINUTE 

Daily programming subject to change and availability. World Championship Wrestling, One CNN Center, Box 105366, Atlanta, GA 30348-5366 






WCW ON YOUR LOCAL STATIONS 


(Check your area listings for times 
and availability) 


WCW SATURDAY NIGHT 

SEATTLE KTZZ. 


WCW WORLDWIDE 

ALBUQUERQUE KASA, AMARILLO KFDA, 
ANCHORAGE KYES, ASHLAND/ 

MANSFIELD WBP, AUGUSTA WFXG, 
BALTIMORE WBFF, BILOXI/GULFPORT WLOX, 
BIRMINGHAM WTTO, BLUEF1ELD WVVA, 
BOSTON WSBK, BOWLING GREEN WGRB, 
BRANSON KO5J0, BURLINGTON/ 

PLATTSBURG WWIN, CHARLESTON WTAT, 
CHARLESTON/HUNTING WVAH, ' 
CHARLOTTE WFVT, CHARLOTTE WHKY, 
CHATTANOOGA WDSI, CHICAGO WCIU, 
CLEVELAND/CANTON WOAC, 

COLORADO SPRINGS KOAA, 

COLUMBIA WOLO, COLUMBUS WRBL, 
COLUMBUS WWHO, COLUMBUS/ 

TUPELO WTVA, DALLAS/FT WORTH KDFI, 
DAYTON WRGT, DETROIT WDIV, 

DOTHAN WTVY, EL PASO KJLF, ERIE WJET, 
FLORENCE WBTW, FORT WAYNE WFFT, 
FRESNO/VISALIA KAIL, 
GREENSBORO/WSlONSALENl/IIPOINrWGGTAVXLV, 
GREENWOOD/GREENVILLE WXVT, 
GREENVILLE/SPARTANBURG WSPA, 
HARLINGEN KGBT, HARRISBURG/ 

LANCASTER WLYH, HARTFORD WTXX, 
HOUSTON KRIV, HUNTSVILLE WYLE, 
INDIANAPOLIS WTTV, JACKSON WJTV, 
JACKSON WMTU, JACKSONVILLE WNFT, 
JOHNSTOWN/ALTOONA WWCP, 

KANSAS CITY KSMO, KNOXVILLE WKXT, 

LAKE CHARLES KVHP, LAS VEGAS KUPN, 

LITTLE ROCK/PINE BLFF KASN, 

LOS ANGELES KNBC, LOUISVILLE WFTE, 
LUBBOCK KJTV, MACON WMGT, 

MADISON WISC, MASON CITY K1MT, 
MEMPHIS WHBQ, MEMPHIS WLMT, 

MIAMI/FT LAUDERDALE WBFS, 

MILWAUKEE WDJT, MINNEAPOLIS KMSP, 
MOBILE PENSACOLA WEAR, 

MONROE/EL DORADO KNOE, 

MONTGOMERY WCOV, NASHVILLE WXMT, 
NASHVILLE/HOPKINSVILLE WKAG, 

NEW ORLEANS WUPL, NEW YORK WCBS, 
NORFOLK WTVZ, OKLAHOMA CITY KOCB, 
ORLANDO WRBW, PHILADELPHIA WGBS, 
PHOENIX KTVK, PITTSBURGH WPTT, 
PORTLAND KEBN, PROVIDENCE WPRI, 
RALEIGH/DURHAM WKFT, 

SAN ANTONIO KABB, SANTA BARARA KSTB, 



Keep up-to-date with all the latest WCW 
developments as our power-packed programs 
bring all the arena action right into your 
living room! 


WCW ON TNT 


WCW MONDAY NITRO LIVE 
MONDAY 8:00PM EST 


WCW ON SUPERSTATION TBS 


WCW PRO WRESTLING 
SATURDAY 9:05AM EST 
WCW SATURDAY NIGHT 
SATURDAY 6:05PM EST 
WCW MAIN EVENT 
SUNDAY 6:05PM EST 


WCW ON SPORTSOUTH 


WCW PRO WRESTLING 
WEDNESDAY 12:30AM EST 


WCW ON PRIME 


MONDAY 5:00PM EST 
Check with regional sports network in your 
area for specific dates & times 


SALISBURY WBOC, SAVANNAH VVJCL, 
SPRINGFIELD KWBS, SYRACUSE WSYT, 
SHREVEPORT KTBS, ST LOUIS KDNL, 
TALLAHASSEE WCTV, TAMPA WTVT, 

TRI CITIES WKPT, UTICA WUPN, 
WACO/TEMPLE KCEN, WASHINGTON WDCA, 
W-B/SCRANTON PCTN, 

WEST PALM BEACH WTVX, WICHITA KWCH. 

WCW PRO WRESTLING 

ALBANY WSST, ALEXANDRIA KLAX, 
ATLANTA/LA GRANGE WGBN, 

BRANSON K05JQ, BUFFALO W58AV, 
BURLINGTON/PLATTSBURG WWIN, 
CHARLESTON WC1V, CHARLOTTE WFVT, 



CHARLOTTE/HICKORY WHKY, 

CHICAGO WCIU, CINCINATTI WBQC, 
CLEVELAND/AKRON WAKC, 

COLUMBUS WWHO, COLUMBUS WSWS, 
COLUMBUS TUPELO WCBI, 

DALLAS KDFI, EL PASO KJLF, 
EUGENE/ROSEBURG KROZ, 

FAYETTEVILLE WFAY, 

FLORENCE/MYRTLE BEACH WGSE, 

FT MYERS WSWF, FT WAYNE WFFT, 
GREENVILLE WFBC, HARLINGEN-SPANISH 
CLEARANCE KGBT, 

HATTIESBURG/LAUREL WHLT, 
HUNTSVILLE/DEC/FLO WYLE, 

INDIANAPOLIS WAV, JACKSONVILLE WNFT, 
KINGMAN KMOH, LOUISVILLE WBNA, 
MADISON WISC, MANCHESTER WMCH, 
MIAMI/FT LAUDERDALE WSVN, 

MILWAUKEE WVTV, MINNEAPOLIS KLGT, 
NASHVILLE WKZX, NASHVILLE WNAB, 
NASHVILLE/HOPKINSVILLE WKAG, 
NORFOLK/PORTSMOUTH WPEN, 

ORLANDO WRBW, PHOENIX KSAZ , 

PHOENIX KUSK, PORTLAND KEBN, 
RALEIGH/DURHAM WRDC, ROANOKE/ 
LYNCHBURG WSLS, SANTA BARBARA KSTB, 
SAVANNAH WTOC, SEATTLE/TACOMA KTZZ, 
SPOKANE KDQ, SPRINGFIELD KWBS, 

ST GEORGE KSG1, TAMPA/ST PETE/SAR WBSV, 
TAMPA WTTA, TOLEDO WWAP, 

WEST PALM BEACH WAQ. 


WCW MAIN EVENT 

ORLANDO WRBW. 



NITRO 

HALIFAX CJCH, LONDON CFPL, 

MONTREAL CFCF, NORTH BAY CKNY, 
OTTAWA CJOH, PRINCE ALBERT CIPA, 

REGINA CKCK, SASKATOON CFQC, 

SAULT STE. MARIE CHBX, 

ST JOHN/MONCTON CKCW, SUDBURY CICI, 
SYDNEY/GL BAY CJCB, TIMMINS CITO, 
TORONTO CFTO, WHEATLEY CHWI, 
WINGHAM CKNX, WINNEPEG CKY, 
YORKTON CICC. 

WCW PRO WRESTLING 
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE CHMI. 



(Check local listings as times vary. 
All times GMT) 

NITRO 

TNT FRIDAY 7pm 




Check out our 
calendar to find 
out when WCW 
will be coming to 
your area. Cities, 
arenas and dates are 
subject to change, 
so please check 
before you 
make your plans. 


JULY 

30 TV Taping Disney MGM, 
Orlando, FL 

31 Memorial Coliseum, 

Corpus Christi, TX 

AUGUST 

1 Civic Center, Beaumont, TX 

2 Chipparal Center, Midland, TX 

3 Lubbock Coliseum, Lubbock, TX 

5 TNT Monday Nitro Live, 

Disney MGM, Orlando, FL 

6 TV Taping, Disney MGM, 
Orlando, FL 

10 PPV Hog Wild, Sturgis, SD 
12 TNT Monday Nitro Live, 

Events Center, Casper, WY 


13 TV Taping, City Auditorium, 
Colorado Spring, CO 

14 The Ball Park, Colorado Springs, CO 

15 Clash of the Champions, Denver 
Coliseum, Denver, CO 

16 Scope, Norfolk, VA 

1 7 Baltimore Arena, Baltimore, MD 

19 TNT Monday Nitro Live, Von Braun 
Civic Center, Huntsville, AL 

20 TV Taping, Trade & Convention 
Center, Dalton, GA 

21—25 TV Tapings, Disney MGM, 
Orlando, FL 

26 TNT Monday Nitro Live, Manatee 
Civic Center, Palmetto, FI. 

27 — 30 TV Tapings, Disney MGM, 
Orlando, FL 
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Their parents (Lee-Roy 
and Janece) were gone, 
away on vacation in 
Arkansas. Their younger 
sister (Crystal) was gone 
as well, spending the 
evening with some 
friends. So, then-teenage 
brothers Rick and Scott 
Steiner had a master 
plan for this 1977 home- 
alone night. Sure, the 
idea would require some 
re-arranging of the 
family’s furniture and 
NEVER would be Ok’d by 
their parents, 
especially Lee-Roy, 
a strict disciplinarian. 
But, hey, that’s 
what mischievous 
youngsters do, isn’t it? 

Rick and Scott removed the living 
room furniture, invited over some 
friends, then had wrestling matches 
inside until the wee hours of the 
morning. 

"They put everything back (to 
w r here it was) and, like typical boys, 
denied they had done anything ... 











but we knew they had done 
something," Janece recalls, between 
laughs. "That's always been one of 
our funniest and favorite stories 
about their childhood." 

Rick and Scott were "hyper-active" 
youngsters, Janece said. Nothing 
they ever did was in moderation; it 
was full-force, or not at all. The two 
were close (and still are), and always 
tried to get away with whatever they 
could, "as all boys do," jokes Rick, 
the elder of the two. They played 
together, they prayed together and, 
of course, they pulled pranks 
together. 

Let's see, there was the time Scott 
was chasing Rick back into their Bay 
City, Mich., home, when Rick 
slammed the garage door on Scott 
which cut his lip. Then there was the 
time Rick was doing push-ups and 
Scott knocked his legs out from 
underneath him. And, of course, 
there was the time Scott and a 
neighbor took Rick's car, a Vega 
wagon, for a spin shortly after Rick 
got his license — and ended up 
running it off the road into a ditch. 
And we can't forget the time Rick 
ran Scott into the family's sewing 
machine, cutting his upper-lip in the 
process. 


"Rick and Scott were just your 
typical boys, always full of energy," 
Janece said. "They may give the 
perception that they are tough and 
violent, but my boys aren't like that. 
Mamma always remembers them as 
kind-hearted, tender fellahs. My 
husband and I trained them to have 


a solid foundation, to know and 
follow the Lord. That's the most 
important thing to us, much more 
than any championship belts they 
might win or any amount of money 
they might make." 

Said Booker T of Harlem Heat, 
another WCW brother duo (with 
Stevie Ray): "Having your brother as 
your tag team partner favors you in 
so many ways as opposed to 'just a 
friend' as your partner. You know 
each other so well, having grown up 
together. You probably ate the same 
foods, wore the same clothes and did 
the same things. There's no 
animosity from ego when you're 
teaming with your brother." 

Rick was the bigger, stronger of 
the two during their childhood days, 
which was spent on the family's acre 
of farmland. 

Scott was thin as a kid, much like 
those on Janece's side of the family. 
The Steiner's raised chickens, goats 
and ducks, among other animals. 
They also helped build the family's 
house, and they weren't even 
teenagers at the time. 

Each had his favorite food: Rick, 
Milky Way candy bars and meatballs 
(not together, mind you); Scott, 
chilli. They also had several shared 
interests, such as fudge cake and 
homemade cinnamon rolls. (Janece 
still bakes — and delivers — the 
much-requested bread when she and 
Lee-Roy visit their sons, who now 
live in Atlanta.) Plus, each ate fruit 
by the bushel, especially nectarines. 
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Scott pulls out the stops 
to gain an advantage 


SfeRiai 

And for exercise during their 
childhood days, Rick, then Scott, had 
a paper-route that required a lot of 
running. 

"My husband and I couldn't be 
any prouder than we are of the 
boys," Janece said. 

And why not, The Steiner 
Brothers are, arguably, pro 
wrestling's tag team of the '90s. 

Rick and Scott have everything: 
skill, power, agility, tenacity, 
cohesiveness, move upon move, 
hold upon hold and counter-hold 
upon counter-hold. 

Sure, the pair doesn't have the 
ultimate prize as of press time, but, 
the WCW World Tag Team 
Championship straps are only a 
Frankensteiner away. 

"The Steiner Brothers have so 
many moves, especially from all of 
the time they spent in Japan; that's 
what makes them so effective," said 
Booker T. "They are a great tag team, 
in the top three in the world, 
naturally behind Harlem Heat and 
right up there with the combo of Lex 
Luger and Sting." 

The Steiners returned to WCW 


this spring in grand 
fashion: riding their 

motorcycles to ringside in 
front of a shocked 
Monday Nitro crowd in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. The 
two had been wrestling 
for a couple of years in 
Japan, and had a stint in 
the WWF. 

"WCW has, by far, the 
best tag teams in the 
business," Scott said. "If 
you look at the list of 
WCW tag teams, any one 
of them could be the 
titlists at any given 
moment. There aren't 
just 'good' teams here, 
but rather, each one is a 
'great' team. If you're 
going to make your mark 
in this sport, or any sport 
or profession for that 
matter, you might as well 
do it against the best competition. As 
we always say, the best don't rest. 
And that certainly is the case where 
we are concerned." 

"Right now, WCW is, by far, the 
best company to work for. That's 
why we're here, no other reason." 

Added Rick, "It's great having all 
of the competition in one 
organization. This forces you to 


always stay on top of your game." 

The Steiners captured their first 
tag team titles — for what turned out 
to be a six month run — in late- 
1989, defeating Jimmy Garvin and 
Michael Hayes. Rick and Scott were 
Champs again in March of 1991, 
then victorious for a third time in 
May of 1992. 

"We've been in there with some 
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of the greatest tag teams ever ; 
from The Road Warriors to 
The Skyscrapers to Doom, 
and there have been a lot of 
hard-fought matches along 
the way. How many of the 
teams that were around when 
we started are still around, 
still teams, let alone friends? 

Not many, if any," Rick said. 

"1 think that shows how close 
my brother and I are." 

"When Scott and I first 
teamed together in 1989, 
sure, we went through a 
learning process, but, after a 
year or so, we really started 
putting it all together. And 
things have been working for 
us ever since. I bring some 
things to the team, especially 
being the older brother, that 
he might not have seen 
before, things he might not 
have experienced." 

"My brother and I get 
along great. We enjoy each 
other's company inside the ring and 
out." 

Such that Scott spends time with 
Rick's children (Hudson, 4; Maveric, 
19 months) on a daily basis since the 
brothers are also neighbors. And, 
they often spend time together 
fishing and hunting. 

"I know Scott's idiosyncrasies, and 
I'm sure he knows mine. I think 


percent, will be there for me at all 
times. And the same goes for me 
to him." 

So what about the Slamboree 
match in May when, for the first 
time ever, they faced each other 
from opposite corners? 

Well, when they talked to WCW 
Magazine — about a month after 
Slamboree — each laughed, joked 
that it was reminiscent 
of their childhood, 
when they fought 
because they were 
brothers, "and isn't 
that what brothers do," 
Rick asked. 

"There's mutual 
respect between us," 
Scott said of his former 
college roommate 
(Imagine this Animal 
House at Michigan's 
Ann Arbor campus: 
Rick, Scott, two other 
wrestlers and several 
football players — all 
under the same roof.) 
"I really enjoy being 
close with my brother 
and the same goes — 
and I know I'm speak- 
ing for Rick as well — 
for our sister who is 
still in Michigan, even 
though we don't get to 
see her as much." 


we've been through everything there 
is to go through together; that's 
what makes us such great friends, 
not just because we're brothers," 
Rick said. "I can trust him, without a 
doubt. And I'm sure he feels the 
same way about me. I know that I 
can say anything or do anything and 
it won't be repeated if I don't want it 
repeated. He'll back me up 100 
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m ar 


DID YOU KNOW 


Rick was a rookie wrestler in 1985, 
literally learning the ropes to the pro 
side of the sport in the UWF, a 
now-defunct organization that then- 
featured Hacksaw Jim Duggan, Terry 
Taylor, Chavo Guerrero and Jake 
"The Snake" Roberts, among others. 
Like Rick, Sting was another 
newcomer who had been paired with 
Rock (now known as The Ultimate 
Warrior of the WWF). Well, when 
Rock left, Sting became a singles star, 
like Rick. 

"Someone in the front-office 
thought, 'Gee, maybe it would be a 
good idea to bring together these 
two young wrestlers, put them under 
the tutelage of the late lamented 
Eddie Gilbert and Missy Hyatt/ It 
turned out to be a great move," Rick 
said. "I was happy teaming with 
Sting. We traveled up and down the 
roads in Louisiana, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Mississippi 
— and eventually were the tag team 
champions." 

"The UWF ... yep, those were 
some fun times, a good experience, 
one lil always remember. We didn't 
make great money, (only) decent 
money. I learned a lot from those 
days. Some of the things that 
happened back then, well, I still 
recall nowadays." 

Ten years later, in pro wrestling's 
major league — aka, WCW — Rick 
and Sting are once again teammates, 
of sorts. Each has his eyes on the tag 
team prize, albeit with different 
partners. 

"I had a feeling, deep down, that 
sooner or later he and I would meet 
up, be it in singles action or in the 
tag team ranks," Rick said. "Sting 
knows my style and I know his style; 
that's what makes our matches so 
exciting. It's interesting getting in 
the ring against him, I'll admit that. 
There's no hatred or deep-down 
animosity, just professional pride. 
Anytime my brother and I go against 
Sting and Lex Luger, I look at it as a 
contest for me and my brother to 
show our skills, to show how far 
we've come even if, before, during or 
after a match, Sting and I might joke 
about the old days." 



WHERE THE BIG 
(TEN) BOYS PLAY 


On a cold, wintry night in 
Memphis, Tenn., three days after 
Christmas, 1988, the Indiana 
University football faithful cheered 
their beloved Hoosiers — a team that 
featured future pros Pete 
Stoyanovich and Anthony 
Thompson — to a decisive 34-10 
Liberty Bowl win over the South 
Carolina Gamecocks (with future 
NFLer Robert Brooks among others). 

Days earlier, the Hoosiers were 
cheering for Scott Steiner. 

You see, after Indiana and 
South Carolina accepted Liberty 
invitations, Bowl organizers asked 
the respective schools to select a few 
events to fill the evenings before the 
big battle. 

Pro wrestling was one of them. 
More specifically, a war between a 
pro wrestler from Indiana (or at least 
one with some ties to the Midwest 
state) against a South Carolina 
representative. The card was set, the 
grudge-match was set, all to 
happen at the Mid-South Coliseum. 
But the Hoosier representative failed 
to show. 


Enter Scott, who was more than 
willing to step forward, put aside his 
maize and blue (Michigan) loyalty 
and side with the cream and crimson 
Hoosiers. After all, Indiana and 
Michigan are Big Ten allies. 

"My experience at the University 
of Michigan was one of my fonder 
experiences in life," said Rick, an '84 
graduate. 

"I agree," added Scott, an '86 grad. 
"Getting the chance to go to a major 
school like Michigan, that was great. 
Facing the competition that we faced 
at the Big Ten level gave us a lot of 
confidence and knowledge to come 
to this business." 

Rick finished fourth in the NCAAs 
in 1982-83. Scott was a two-time All- 
American. Rick earned a degree in 
science of education, Scott in 
physical education. 

Rick's amateur background played 
a huge role in the pro scene in the 
late-1980s, as he was a member of 
The Varsity Club, along with Mike 
Rotunda (now known as V.K. 
Wallstreet) and manager Kevin 
Sullivan. 

"I learned a lot from Kevin 
Sullivan and Mike Rotunda," Rick 
said. "Kevin is the most sadistic man- 
in the sport. He has a real problem. 
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He lives for all of that weird occult 
stuff. The things he does in and out 
of the ring ... I just don't approve of 
them, if Kevin Sullivan ever wanted 
to step in the ring against me and 
my brother, there's no doubt we 


would have the advantage, if only 
because he would have to have a 
partner ... and there's no one as 
sadistic, as deranged as Kevin for 
him to team with." 

"Kevin and Mike turned on me 


and attacked me, and I've never 
forgotten or forgiven them for that." 

And now Rick's got his brother 
Scott watching his back, so look out! 

Scott Steiner offered these views 
on some of WCW's top tag teams: 

PUBLIC ENEMY 

"A couple of guys who enjoy 
breaking tables and chairs ... they 
are nothing but a bunch of 
street-fighters." 

NASTY BOYS 

"They are nothing but a pair of 
brawlers. They will do — and use — 
whatever necessary to win a match." 

HARLEM HEAT 

"They have so much strength & 
skill." 

AMERICAN MALES 

"They are an upcoming team, one 
that's improving daily." 

FACES OF FEAR 

"They are a real formidable team." 
BLUE BLOODS 

"All three members of that team 
are accomplished wrestlers." 
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Is it a he, or is it a she? 

As of press time, that was one of the three 
biggest unanswered questions floating through 
World Championship Wrestling. 



ere In WCW, where the big 
boys play (although we don't 

know if the slogan is 
appropriate in this case or not), the 
world wants to know about 
Diamond Dallas Page's mysterious 
Benefactor. Who is this person? How 
much money does The Benefactor 
actually have in the bank? What is 
The Benefactor's agenda? Why does 
The Benefactor have an interest in 
DDP, one of the sport's most 
ruthless, raunchy characters? What 


did The Benefactor do this spring to 
revive DDP's career that, literally, 
was in the gutter? 

So many questions ... so few 
answers. Not even a hint. 

"I prefer to let The Benefactor 
remain unanimous," DDP said. (Ed's 
note; I wish The Benefactor would 
invest in a thesaurus for DDP.) 

Do you mean anonymous, we 
asked. 

"Yeah, whatever," he responded. 
"When the time is right, I will shock 



the world and unveil my Benefactor 
and, trust me, it will shock the 
world, just like DDP did by winning 
Battle Bowl at Slamboree." 

Ah, yes, Battle Bowl, the 
culmination of a wonderful, action- 
packed evening in Baton Rouge, La., 
when DDP captured the Lord of the 
Ring title. 

"I was flawless that night, simply 
the best," Page boasted. "When the 
tournament started, it had the best 
of the best, the cream of the crop. If 
you were a star in WCW, you were in 
the tournament (to advance to) 
Battle Bowl. Think about it, you had 
Ric Flair, "Macho Boy" Randy 
Savage, Lex Luger, Harlem Heat, The 
Steiner Brothers ... need I say more? 
There were a lot of heavy hitters 
there. But who came out on top ... 
you got it, Diamond Dallas Page. 
Check out this ring and weep. 
(Editor's Note: When we went to 
touch the ring, DDP cocked his free 
hand into a fist and snapped, 
"Yee-oww don't think so.") 

DDP's sensational Slamboree 
performance, which culminated with 
Diamond Cutter's on the final three 
foes, was not without controversy. 
He had, the video tape shows, 
touched the floor, with one foot 
early in the match when he was 
thrown over the top rope. DDP 
simply refutes that claim. 

"Yes, my foot hit the ground, but, 
how they showed those pictures in 
the weeks after Slamboree was out of 
sequence. The only time my foot hit 
the ground was when I climbed over 
the top rope, then jumped to the 
floor as the victor!" he says. "Then, 
the decision by WCW's Executive 
Committee to strip away my title 
shot at The Giant (at The Great 
American Bash), which the Battle 
Bowl victor earned, was just another 
screw-job against DDP by WCW's 
hierarchy." 

"Before I talk more about that 
freak-boy Giant, I want to say some 
more about Battle Bowl. A lot of the 
participants, and even those dim-wit 
broadcasters, didn't know the rules. 
No one knew that you could 
eliminate someone by throwing 
them over the top rope, OR via 
pinfall or submission. Everyone was 
just so accustomed to a battle royal 
where the only way someone could 
eliminate another competitor was by 
throwing him over the top rope. Not 
so in the Battle Bowl. And, thanks to 
my Benefactor, I was well-aware of 
the rules. I was the only one in the 
whole freakin' world who knew the 
rules." 

"Now, as far as The Giant goes, 
I'm not going to take anything away 
from him, he's an unbelievable 
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Malenko. (Editor's Note: We believe 
DDP was referring to the fact 
Malenko is the Man of 1,000 Holds.) 

"My Benefactor has turned me 
into a mean, lean, 258-pound 
fighting machine. And with the 
Diamond Cutter in my arsenal, 
everyone is in trouble." 

The Diamond Cutter offers a face- 
first introduction to the mat for 
DDP's opponents. "When applied 
properly, the DDT is the only move 
that comes close to this," he said. 
"The thing that makes The Diamond 
Cutter so effective is, I can apply it 
out of no where." 

DDP disposed of Marcus Bagwell 
at The Great American Bash on 
Father's Day in Baltimore. Page said 
it was simply a case of "wrong place, 
wrong time" for the American Males 
star. 

So what's in the future for DDP? 

"How about a shot at the U.S. 
Heavyweight Championship, now 


specimen. He's the biggest, strongest 
man in the sport today, but I taught 
him everything he knows, right 
there at WCW's Power Plant in 
Atlanta. But, mind you, 1 didn't 
teach him everything I know. The 
Giant is so quick on his feet. He's 
like a 6-foot-2, 220-pound man in a 
7-foot-4, 455-pound frame. 1 know if 
— and when — I get in the ring 
against him that I will have to stay 
away from those great big, catcher's 
mitt-like hands so he doesn't clamp 
the choke-slam on me. I also know 
that if I hook the Diamond Cutter 
on The Giant, I'm going to drop him 
like a bad habit." 

"So what it comes down to with 
The Giant is, knowing his 
weaknesses. And, yes, I know what a 
few of those weaknesses arc." 

DDP does actually pose an 
intriguing question, could the 
Diamond Cutter crop The Giant 
down to size? After all, since The 
Benefactor's arrival, the Diamond 
Cutter has been the most effective 
finisher around. Or, it at least ranks 
right up there in the top three with 


The Giant's Choke-slam and Lex 
Luger's Torture Rack. 

"There is nothing that rivals my 
Diamond Cutter. Nothing at all," 
DDP said. "A lot of people have 
asked me about the Diamond 
Cutter's origin. Well, all I care to say 
at this moment is, I learned a version 
of it in Japan, while training in the 
gym one day with Johnny Ace. Then 
I revised it to DDP's version ... and 
that's what makes it so deadly. Ya 
see, you Cheese Whiz-sucking trailer 
trash don't know this ... the reason 
wrestlers aren't getting away from 
the Diamond Cutter is, the first 
thing I do when I clamp it on is, I 
apply one of the most severe holds 
on the planet, (called) the Kravat. 
Once you're locked in the Kravat, it 
crushes your head and moves your 
body in ways that you have no 
control over it. Once the Kravat is 
synched in, I can kick my feet out for 
the instantaneous Diamond Cutter 
or turn it into the Running Diamond 
Cutter. And no one has any 
counter-move to get away from it, 
not even the Number Man, Dean 


held by that misfit Konan. Check out 
Konan, he has a "K" carved into his 
hair. What's that for, Klown?" Page 
said. "DDP is at the top of his game. 
I'm more aggressive, more driven, 
more focused than ever before. I've 
got my mojo working, if you haven't 
noticed." 

Mojo working? 

"Yeah, pencil-boy," DDP snapped, 
"it's a state of mind. I've got it — 
and you don't! And I'm outta here 
now." 
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The man known as Meng has been a pro wrestling force for almost 20 years, 
but, in that time, he has never sat down for an exclusive one-on-one interview. 
Most speculate it’s because the Tongan native does not speak English ... but 
that’s not so! Some say it’s because he prefers to let managers and/or tag 
team partners do the talking for him ... again, not so! Others, meanwhile, 
simply fear asking the wrong question of this brute battler ... but as 
WCW Magazine walks where even angels fear to tread, we weren’t worried. 
After all it was Ross Forman we sent on the assignment and who cares if he gets 
smacked around anyway! 
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While sailing aboard the Mana Kaz — 
a catamaran docked at Hawaii's 
Waikiki Beach, under the watchful 
eye of captains "Rocky" and "Roy" 
WCW Magazine learned first-hand 
about Meng, one of wrestling's most 
amazing personalities. 

In 1974, at the request of the King 
of Tonga, Taufa Hau Tupou IV, Meng 
was taken out of school at Tonga 
College and sent to Japan, to study 
sumo wrestling. He was one of three 
youngsters asked to go, to represent 
the small Polynesian country. Meng 
stayed three years, and mastered 
sumo and martial arts. 

As a result, WCW is a scarier 
place, because that was the wrestling 
indoctrination for Meng, the sport's 
most feared — and fearless — 
competitor. Bar none. 

"I am the first to admit that I am 
the biggest fan of Meng there is, 
because I know first-hand how tough 
he is," said veteran wrestler ferry 
Taylor. 

"Meng is a gentleman until you get 
him fired up in the ring. He's one of 
the most athletic, intelligent people I 
know. He's a savage in the ring who 
can use any part of his body as a 
lethal weapon, and I'm not stretching 
the imagination one bit with that 
statement. He can use bis head, 
hands, feet, knees ... you name it." 

"Meng is a 310-pound monster 
with the agility of a 110-pound 
gymnast." 

Just consider this: Meng once 
kicked Andre The Giant in the face — 
and still had one foot on the ground. 


"In a sport filled with dangerous 
competitors, none rank as high as 
Meng," Taylor added. 

Meng has been wrestling for the 
majority of the past 17 years. He 
served as the bodyguard to Col. 
Robert Parker when he first came into 
WCW, which was a logical choice for 
Parker. After all, Meng was once a 
Ixxlyguard for the Emperor of Japan. 

Bobby "The Brain" Heenan, who 
once managed Meng, said, "The best 
addition Col. Parker ever made to his 
Stud Stable was Meng." 

And why not. Meng is loyal and 
lethal, smart and sadistic, determined 
and devious. He is, as the saying goes, 
bad to the bone. 

"1 have respect for this business 
and everyone involved in it, but, 
when competitors turn into someone 
or something I don't like, something I 
view as out of place, that's when I let 
them know," Meng said. "The 
squared circle is my job, my bread 
and butter of life. All I want to do is 
challenge the best there is in this 
sport." B 

He's doing that these days with The 
Barbarian, a fellow countryman who 
Taylor calls, "the second-toughest 
man on earth, (only behind Meng)." 
The faces of Fear continually claw 
their way through WCW's ever-tough 
tag team rankings. 

"With the things I've learned over 
the years, through sumo and martial 
arts training, I feel as though I'm a 
proud representative for the Kingdom 
of Tonga," Meng said. "I'm proud of 
what I've accomplished in wrestling 


and feel the people of Tonga are 
proud of me." 

"I have always dreamed of teaming 
with The Barbarian, so things 
couldn't l>e better for me nowadays. I 
always stand by my friends, and The 
Barbarian has been a friend since we 
were kids." || 

Meng, who resides in Florida when 
not on his native island, is a family 
man who speaks several languages, 
including Japanese, Spanish and 
French. And Meng is related to 
Royalty. You see, his first cousin 
(Fakatou Fifita) on his dad's side and 
his second cousin (Luani) on his 
a mom's side are among about 25 Chiefs 
on Tonga, a collection of 151 
small islands that, together, are 
smaller than any major American city. 

■ "Tonga is the largest Polynesian 
island that still has a King and a Queen. 
wp|&, there also are Nobles and Common 
|^ople," Meng explained. "I'm lucky 
that, in my family, there is royal blood. 

I have nothing to brag about because of 
them; that's just how it is." 

"I'm very proud of my family and, 
again, the fact that I represent the 
Kingdom of Tonga every time I step 
{ into the ring in WCW. To represent; 
|| the country is a great honor. Everyone 
in Tonga knows who I am, what I do. 
So I'm trying to be a good ambassador 
to them." 

And for Meng there would be no 
better way than by winning the WCW 
World Fag Team Championship, 
especially accompanied by his 
lifelong friend and countryman 
The Barbarian. 


WCW MAGAZINE 










Pittman's path to 
greatness started 
in 1977, when 
he graduated from 
Freeport High School 
on Long Island (New 
York). He received a 
full scholarship to the 
University of Kentucky 
in Lexington, where he 
wrestled for one year 
before the school 
dropped the program. 

Pittman then wrestled 
one season at a junior 
college on Long Island 
before joining the 
Marine Corp ... where 
he wreaked 13 years of 
misery on opponents. 

Spending most of his 
military time with the 
Marine Corp's wrestling 
team, based at Quantico, 

Va., Pittman's wrestling 
amateur resume ranks 
right up there with 
Ric Flair's pro 
accomplishments. Just 
consider some of Pittman's 
wins: 

• 5 World Titles in the 
Council International 
Sports Military (CISM); 

• 17 Armed Forces titles, 
which include challengers 
from the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marines. 

• 2 National titles in 
greco-roman wrestling; 

• 5 Sambo wrestling 
(submission holds; invented 
by the Russians to use as crowd 

- control); 

• 2 silver medals in the World 
Cup (greco-roman), 1988 and 
1991; 

• 2 silver medals in the Pan 
American Games (greco-roman), 
1987 and 1990; and 

• in 1983, in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Pittman became the 
first American to win both 
amateur wrestling styles 
(greco-roman and freestyle). 
Pittman repeated the feat years 
later in Italy. 


The gleaming 
gold medals that 
hang from 
Sgt. Craig Pittman's 
neck as he makes his way 
to the ring for every WCW 
match are as real as they 
come, and are a reminder 
of his not-so-distant 
past. And of his 
oh-so-successful 
past. 


"The Marine Corp helped me for 
life, not just for WCW. It's given 
me a disciplined way of life," said 


the powerful Pittman, who tips 

thescale^^^^^gounds. “Sure, 

I have had to make certain 
adjustments since coming 

)ut (the 
adjustments) have been 
rather simple because of all I 
had to adapt to in the 
Marine Corp." 

Pittman, the Marine's 
top-ranked heavyweight for 
most of the 1980s, wrestled 
briefly for Oklahoma State 
University in the early-1980s. He 
retired from active military service 
this past April after 15 years. 

"Several years ago, some of my 
friends told me I'd be a good pro 
wrestler because of my amateur 
background," Pittman recalls, 
"but, to tell you the truth, I didn't 
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shot because I was bored ... bui 
now I couldn't be happier As I 

move to 

the pro ranks), it was the next 
natural step for me." 

Pittman is a product of WCW's 
Atlanta-based Power Plant training 
facility. 

"The Power Plant reminded me 
of boot-camp, so it was familiar 
territory for me," said Pittman, 
whose military experiences 
include, among other things: 
combat training, paratrooping, 
repelling and basic jungle skills. 
"The Power Plant is run just like 
how boot-camp was run in the 
Corp, so, it really was easy to adapt 
to. The only hard part was 
learning some of the pro moves, 


and some of the psychology was a 
challenge. The physical part ... that 
came easy." 

"When I go out there nowadays, 
I'm pretty natural at what I do 
because of my amateur training. 
Sure, the pro game is a little 
different than what I'm used to, 
but things are now working to my 
advantage. I'm very pleased with 
where I'm at in WCW, how things 
are going. And hopefully, with 
hard work, things will continue 
this way." 

The ever-aggressive Pittman, 
hence the nickname "Pitbull," is a 
master of both amateur wrestler 
styles: greco-roman and freestyle. 
The former is an upper-body style 
with a lot of throws, whereas the 
latter is more like the college style, 
where you can attack the whole 
body including the legs. Pittman 
also has a flawless finisher: The 
Code Red submission arm-bar. 

Manager Teddy Long has the 
proud Marine standing tall. 

"One of the reasons I walk to 
the ring with all that gold around 
my neck is, people don't really 
know 7 wTiere I came from. All 
of that gold is for real; it's 
hard-earned gold. I have the same 
accomplishments as any reigning 
WCW champion, but on another 
level," Pittman said. "I've been 
through the Olympic process, so 
I know what it takes to excel at 
the top level: a lot of hard-work. 
I admire the people who 
actually make an Olympic team, 


particularly those who compete in 
the (Olympic) Games. It's a hard 
process making the team and, at 
times, not a fair process, but it's 
something that's too exciting to 
explain. It's a privilege to make 
the Olympic team and to represent 
the United States." 

"I am as patriotic as they come. 
I'm excited about the '96 Olympics 
and will watch as much as I can. 
Especially since I still have a lot of 
friends on the team, guys who I 
have wrestled against in the past." 

Such as heavyweight Matt 
Ghafarii, who Pittman beat at the 
Olympic Festival in 1989 to earn a 
spot on the World Team. 

So, Craig, what's your amateur 
wrestling highlight? 

"Well, I must confess, it was a 
match in Sweden in 1986 that I 
didn't even win," Pittman began. 
"It was against Russian great 
Alexander Karlin who, at that 
point, had never been beaten 
and was a two-time Olympic and 
five-time World champion — and 
I was the newcomer to the 
greco-roman scene. I actually 
scored on him and could have — 
and probably should have — won 
the match but they didn't give it 
to me." 

"That match was a highlight in 
my career because I proved to 
myself in that match that, yes, I 
can compete at the very top level 
— and can beat these guys." 





At 7 p.m. Eastern 
Time, The Great t 
American Bash went 
live on pay-per-view 
with the popular duo ; 
of Tony Schiavone 
and Dusty Rhodes 
calling the action. 

Long-time color h||.. 
commentator Bobby 
"The Brain'" Heenan, 9 
a self - professed 
broadcast-journalist, i E^b£W 
was scheduled to offer 
his insight to the show, ™ 
but refused, saying he r , - • 

was too busy "ironing out 
a last-minute strategy" for * 

his coaching debut. Yep, 

The Brain was to "Coach" Hk 
— not manage — the tag ^ 

team of "Nature Boy" Ric 
Flair and Arn Anderson in ■ 
their battle with football 
legends Arn Anderson. 

(More later on this 
amazing match, and the 
shocking events that 
transpired.) BBS 

The Steiner Brothers 
(Rick and Scott) kicked off jggi 

the Bash action with a win 
over the extra-strong duo of Fire and 
Ice (Scott "Flash" Norton and Ice 
Train). This was a near-10 minute 
battle that experts classified as a 
"Japanese style" match. Both teams 
showcased their dynamic power 
moves in this battle billed as a match 
where "There Must Be a Winner." 
And the Steiners got the "W" when 
Scott caught Norton in the lethal 
Frankensteiner. 


Not since Sept. 6, 1995, when Cal Ripken broke Lou 
Gehrig’s consecutive games played record, had the eyes 
of the sporting world been so glued on Baltimore, Md. 
But World Championship Wrestling changed that on 
June 16, 1996, when The Great American Bash was 
broadcast live from the Baltimore Arena. And the 
annual pay-per-view certainly lived up to its billing, ,M 
■M offering an evening * 

' ■ W VV W of excitement and 

m B*. intrigue. j| 
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Konan defended 
... .H his l J . S . H e a v y w eight 
I . Championship over El Gate, 
/'p V ' V JB| a masked, Mexican 
. G'h S newcomer who displayed 
I some astonishing aerial 
moves. The highlight of 
this six-minute match was a 
Pm olB sunset flip that Konan 
, turned into a power bomb 

onto the floor. 

U^Hguyi Diamond Dallas Page, 

dressed in pink and silver 
and carrying a $75 cigar to the 
ring, was successful in just over nine 
minutes against Marcus Bagwell, one half 
of the American Males. DDP, winner of 
the Lord of the Ring title at Slamboree in 
May, continued to prove that his 
Diamond Cutter is one of the most feared 
finishers in the sport; it stopped the 
veteran Bagwell. 
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Dean Malenko's 
defense of his Cruiserweight 
title pitted him against aerial 
artist Rey Mysterio, Jr., of 
Mexico. And this was a 
Match of the Year candidate 
if there ever was one!! 
Malenko, his normal cold, 
calculating self, seemed to 
use 950 of his 1,000 moves 
before finishing off Mysterio 
at the 18-minute mark — 
with a more than a little 
help from the ropes. 
Malenko's offense focused 
on the elbow and shoulder 
of the young superstar who, 
no doubt, we have not 
heard the last of. The bald, 
masked Mysterio had a 
rematch the following 
night, on Monday Nitro, 
and was interviewed live 
' by Mean Gene Okerlund. 

Big John Tenta got a 
measure of revenge at The Great 
American Bash for his ouster from the 
Dungeon of Doom. The behemoth 
battler from British Columbia battled Big 
Bubba in what turned out to be — 
surprise, surprise — one of the best 
matches on the card. There were suplexes, 
power moves and even a little hair- 
cutting in this six minute brawl, as Tenta 
trimmed Bubba 's precious beard. 




Anytime ''Taskmaster 
Kevin Sullivan is in a 
match, you can expect the , 
unexpected. And when the j 
pre-match rules state, j 
"pintails count anywhere in 
the building," chaos can be ^gS 
expected. Such was the case in ZL 
Sullivan's 10-minute melee i ■ 
with "Crippler" Chris Benoit |BH 
of the Four Horsemen. The 
match — a nightmare for 
WCW head of security Doug 
Dellinger and the local law j 
authorities — didn’t make it to s 
the ring for, oh, the first eight 
minutes as the two battled up ^08 
and down the aisles, in the 
main hallway and — believe it or not — 
in a men's bathroom. This was a Pier Six 
brawl if there ever was one and 
featured Sullivan slamming a steel 
bathroom door into the head/eye 
of Benoit. Sullivan tried, on several 
occasions, to embarrass Benoit with a 
"Swirly," but was never successful. The 
ending came — back in the ring, believe 
it or not — when Benoit retrieved a table 
from under the ring, opened it up, 
then placed it on one of the corner 
turnbuckles. He then used a vertical 
suplex — off the table — to stop Sullivan. 
Am Anderson came to the ring after the 
1-2-3 count and surprised the world by 
attacking Sullivan, his friend-of-late. 







In a match 
that could, and 
should, have been 
billed as a 
"Respect Match," 
Sting stopped Lord 
I Steven Regal of 
I The Blue Bloods 
in just over 16 
I minutes. Sting, 
■■■■■■■■■I one half of the 
WCW Tag Team 
Champions (with Lex Luger), received 
a backhanded slap-in-the-face from 
the arrogant Englishman during the 
contract signing for the match and, in 
Regal's country, that is considered the 
ultimate put-down. Sting, however, let 
his in-ring action do his talking as he 
overcame a series of attacks from 
this British battler before making him 
surrender — as do so many others — to 
his Scorpion Deathlock. 

The 21 -minute main event tag- team 
match — Flair and Anderson against 
Steve "Mongo" McMichael and Kevin 
Greene — was everything you could 
have wanted in terms of action. And 








more than that in terms of surprises. 
Let's start with the shocker: Steve 
"Mongo" McMichael was bought out. 
He accepted a suitcase filled with $100 
bills and ; by doing so, became the 
fourth member of the prestigious Four 
Horsemen. He used the metal briefcase 
to clock his own partner, Greene, in the 
head. Bobby "The Brain" Heenan was, 
as usual, the mastermind behind this 
devilish plot with, of course, a 
little help from wretched Woman and 
the evil Elizabeth. Before McMichael 
turned his back on Greene, the 
footballers displayed a veteran 
knowledge of the ring and holds, 
showing no signs of their rookie status. 
They used effective shoulder blocks and 
other moves to counter the masters. 







WCW Executive 
Vice-President/ 
General Manager 
Eric Bischoff was 
then called to task 
by "The Invaders" 
during an interview 
segment for 
not immediately 
naming the "WCW 
Team." And 

Bischoff suffered the 
consequences big 
time!! He was 
punched in the gut, 
then power bombed 
through the floor. 
Bischoff was out 
cold, motionless for 
several moments — 
while the terrible 
twosome laughed 






mmm 


with joy (See pictures of this outrage on 
the Update pages). 

The Giant ended the evening with a 
successful World Heavyweight 
Championship defense over Lex Luger 
in just under 10 minutes. The Giant 
choke-slammed Luger after, moments 
earlier, escaping Luger's Torture Rack. 
Luger just could not withstand the 
behemoth's 471-pound frame. 

"The 1996 Great American Bash 
was the best pay-per-view in WCW 
history/' said Mike Tenay of The 
Wrestling Insiders. 

And that's a fact!! 



DISCLAIMER: This column features the comments and thoughts of Mark Madden. WCW Magazine nor 
WCW endorse or agree with his opinions and any complaints should be made to the man himself. 


riting a column about the 10 most over- 
rated performers in World 
Championship Wrestling would be a 
one-way ticket to unemployment city 
for yours truly, so I've decided to 
take the high (i.e., easy) road 
and pontificate on WCW's 10 most 
underrated performers. Whether by company 
underpromotion or fan underappreciation, these 
guys don't get the credit or TV time they deserve. 

In other words they're a lot like me. 

Part-timers like Jushin I.iger and Rey 
Misterio Jr. don't count; let them be underrated 
in Japan and Mexico, which they're not, by the 
way. The Giant doesn't count; even though I 
believe his skills are severely discounted, he is, 
after all, the World Heavyweight Champion. 

No, in this list are the guys who deserve 
better. 

Not that they'll ever get it. This is pro 
wrestling, remember? 

1. Chris Benoit - An easy choice. The 
Crippler may be the best all-around wrestler in 
WCW. He can fly. He's collisional. He's accom- 
plished on the mat. He can talk. He's as 
tough as they come. He has an 
international reputation, having excelled in 
Japan and Mexico. He is one of the best in the 
world, and yet isn't overexposed. He is a 
rare commodity. 

But in WCW, he's a fourth-string Horseman 
stuck in mid-card feuds with guys like 
Taskmaster, who has a dangerous mind, but is 
often otherwise occupied. Benoit should be 
contending for the World title. 

But WCW doesn't promote him, maybe 
because they feel he is too small. The fans don't 
dig him, possibly because his level of 
performance transcends their level of 
understanding. Well, Benoit may be small, but 
no smaller than Randy Savage, and I think 
Benoit would wax "Macho Man's" butt. 
No problem. 

And as for the fans, who cares? Benoit 
doesn't. 

2. Alex Wright - I know, he's only 20. And I 
know you're expected to pay some dues in 
wrestling at such a young age. Maybe that's 
what's wrong with wrestling. Ken Griffey Jr. was 
a bonafide major-league baseball star at 20. 
Wayne Gretzky led the NHL in scoring at age 20. 

No one made Griffey wait his turn. He was 
ready. No one made Gretzky pay his dues. He 
was ready. 

Well, Alex Wright is ready. Now that he's 
ditched that ridiculous dancing, he's the total 
package. He has the look, the charisma and the 
ability. He can fly, he can wrestle on the mat, 
he's agile, and he's deceptively strong. 

Wright could make WCW millions. But he's 
in the middle of the card without a meaningful 
opponent. He's 20. He's resilient. His day will 
come. But 1 think his day should have started 
the minute he set foot in WCW. 

3. Eddie Guerrero - Guerrero carried Mexico's 
AAA promotion on his back for a couple of 
years. He looked set for a run towards the top 
around the turn of the year, even gaining a few 
shots at the US title. 

But since then Guerrero has stagnated. His 
talent and desire are beyond reproach, as is his 
appeal. Chants of "Eddie, Eddie" are the rule at 
WCW arenas, and it should be noted that the 
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fans love Guerrero because they want to, not 
because they're programmed to. His aerial 
attack, spearheaded by his electrifying frog 
splash, makes him as exciting as they come. 

Give Guerrero his title shots. He'll win 
them. Put him at the top of the cards. He'll sell 
tickets. 

He's a bit small, but Guerrero can do it all. 
So let him. 

4. Lord Steven Regal - I don't like Regal. He 
runs down my wardrobe. He criticizes my 
journalistic ethics. When we do the live 900 
number backstage at pay-per-views, he rips me 
to shreds while my fans listen. He say's I'm not 
a true student of wrestling because I don't study 
Japan tapes. 

But boy, he can wrestle. There aren't many 
better guys on the mat than him, and there 
aren't many better guys when it comes to ring 
psychology either. And Regal has far more guts 
than I'd given him credit for. He's wrestled 
through the pain of injuries and he showed he 
could go the distance with a man I consider 
one of the sport's toughest, Belfast Bruiser. 

The fans don't give him the credit he 
deserves, possibly because he's a conceited 
windbag, a typical British pseudo-royal with 
mail-order nobility. But he can talk. And he can 
compete. And he deserves more respect. 

5. Public Enemy - I'm not a big fan of the way 
these guys wrestle. Take away the ringside 
tables, give them nothing to fly through, and 
they don't do very much except punch & kick. 

But I have seen these guys behind the 
microphone and boy can they talk. 

Give Flyboy and the Grungemeister TV time 
to talk, and they'll entertain like few others. 
They won't let you switch the channel. And the 
last time I looked, that's what it's all about in 
wrestling in 1996. 



6. Lex Luger - Luger obviously isn't underrated 
by WCW. He's at the top of the cards. And he's 
not underrated by the fans. He's pretty popular 
or pretty hated, depending on what side of the 
bed he wakes up on that day. 

But Luger, branded a talentless musclehead 
for many years, has become a very good 
wrestler. He's added moves to his repertoire and 
his psychology has increased tenfold. And he 
still plays to his biggest strength, which is his 
strength, with the human torture rack, an 
effective finisher. 

Lex Luger is a good wrestler. Finally. Accept it. 

7. Earl Robert Eaton - This is a lifetime 
achievement award. Whether he's Beautiful 
Bobby or Earl Robert, whether he's a member of 
the Midnight Express, the Dangerous Alliance 
or the Blue Bloods, Bobby Eaton has been one 
of the best wrestlers in the business for parts of 
three decades now. 

No one is more faceless to the fans, but no 
one is more respected by his peers. Eaton gives 
100 percent every night, he wrestles hurt, he 
flies with impact and he’s expanded his array of 
moves over the years. He is undoubtedly one of 
the best tag team wrestlers of all time. 

Bobby Eaton never talks. But he's one of 
those rare wrestlers that doesn't have to. He’s 
that good. 

8. Am Anderson - He was a member of the 
fledgling Four Horsemen. He was a World Tag 
Team Champion with Ole Anderson, Lully 
Blanchard, Larry Zbyszko and Bobby Eaton. 
He's held virtually every belt wrestling has 
to offer. 

.And while doing all that, Am Anderson has 
epitomized w 7 hat a pro wrestler should be. He's 
tough, he can wrestle, he can talk, and his 
psychology is second to none. 

It's tough to flourish in the shadow 7 of Ric 
Flair, the greatest wrestler of all time. But that’s 
OK, because Flair is Arn s friend. And while his 
loyalty to Flair and to the concept of the Four 
Horsemen have made sure that Am is 
underrated as a wrestler, it's also made sure that 
no one underestimates him as a man. To Am 
Anderson, that's much more important. 

9. Larry Zbyszko - Sort of a wild card entry. 
"The real living legend" is WCW's best-kept 
secret as a broadcaster, making the WCW 
Pro show 7 every Saturday morning on TBS 
entertaining despite the non-stop blithering of 
Dusty Rhodes and the combination of cliches 
and vanilla that Chris Cruise spew 7 s. 

Lately, Zbyszko has gotten additional 
exposure as a color commentator for the first 
hour of the expanded version of Monday Nitro 
and, true to form, Larry Z has sparkled. Give 
I.arr\ 7 more TV time, and give him more credit. 
He might turn out to be a legend as a color 
commentator, too. 

10. Terry Taylor - Another one from off the 
board. Terry Taylor is a 900 number personality 
and an instructor at the WCW Pow 7 er Plant. But 
he should still be wrestling. He still has the 
ability and the gift of the gab. Bring Terry 
Taylor back. If money's a problem pay him 
S1.49 a minute. That’s what he makes now. I 
don't know how' good Taylor would be after a 
few 7 years of relative inactivity, but I know he 
would still break into WCW's top 10. 

Mark Madden hosts the WCW Hotline 
updates on a Wednesday and Friday 
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